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2018 VCE Tamil written examination
report

General comments

Overall, students’ performance in the 2018 Tamil written examination was of a high standard. Many
students took detailed notes of the facts and information that they heard in the listening texts. They
highlighted the key words and phrases used in the questions, and then conveyed this information
accurately and appropriately when writing the answers.

Students should ensure that they write their responses in the answer space given on the
examination as information written in the note-taking space is not assessed.

When answering questions in Sections 1 and 2, students should remember:

o that the same piece of information must not be used in more than one answer. Some students
tended to use the same idea or piece of information to answer more than one question

e to use the reading time wisely

o that the allocated marks and the answer space given for each question are good indicators of
the approximate length and detail of the required answer

¢ that they must demonstrate understanding of general and specific aspects of the listening texts
by identifying and analysing information and conveying the information accurately and
appropriately to obtain full marks.

Specific information

This report provides sample answers or an indication of what facts/information may have been
included. Unless otherwise stated, these are not intended to be exemplary or complete responses.

Section 1 — Listening and Responding
Part A — Answer in English

Students listened to three texts in Tamil. They were expected to demonstrate their understanding
of the question and provide relevant, accurate and appropriate responses that demonstrated their
understanding of the text.

Text 1
Question la.

e no change to ingredients or allergy notice
e only the toughness of the boondhi laddu has increased

Some students mistakenly wrote that no change had been made to the expiry date.
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Question 1b.

e customers may return product (even if opened)
o proof of purchase/receipt not necessary

Text 2
Question 2
Main problem faced by the father e lost $3500/someone bought a $3500
airfare with his money
Effective strategies used by the e using bank letterhead and the

manager’s signature

e building trust by sending the email the
day before the phone call

person who created the problem

Further problem anticipated by the ¢ mother's anger
daughter

Even though they had noted the details clearly in the note-taking space, many students did not
recognise that the most effective strategies were ‘bank letterhead and the signature of the
manager’, which were used by the person who created the problems.

Text 3
Question 3a.

o to test the PA system
o to appeall/inform people about the magpie issue in the area

Some students scored full marks for this question by supplying both reasons for the
announcement. Most students missed the first item of the information.
Question 3b.

o Shut their bins properly.

e Cover the building sites with nets.
o Do not feed the magpies.
Question 3c.

o finding further reasons for the increase in the number of magpies
¢ finding any other ways to reduce/restrict the number of magpies

Many students did not mention the words ‘further’, ‘additional’ or ‘other’ in their answers.

Part B — Answer in Tamil

Text 4
Question 4a.

o armsaule stwurr o seorm GsULugurgud (because Vasuki’'s mother asked to help)
* g g LIl L Flenel Gurligurgoreid igld aursasl Qeaubpl Qup GousHiGLL eTaTm sTWIT afl(HLbUuSTILD
(because it is a district-level competition and her mother wanted Vasuki win in it)

Question 4b.

o Qmemwigled sremiGupTs Condlss ssaubsme Jusse0sig apnsybd (DY preparing and providing
more information not found in the internet)

®  gljlussaundlurs eurgllB Dleuehé@ eungleyb eTdishHbBissemen (PHwgbseyd uulhpd Qsr@ssl
» sautCurelpr. (by acting as an opponent)
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Text 5
Question 5

Qs em GoHu sl uipa (short-term course)

&HODHS SLL 6worLd (|OW COSt)

sU L eibensd sousmem Mg liuenLufle Geusme@uippiiler Gesaudssoniy (NO upfront payment/instalment basis
when you start earning)

snbeuniis Curssnerwrery (bNsar G@ELUSHS Npss wesisfd spay...) (quality of the instructor [born
into a family of sculptors and studied in England])

Ngue Bloieuersdlay eubs Sl aubsrssistspus Gsfer Gseur (popular companies will come and
select according to the levels of achievement)

ueBaumiulL. QurpLseoaté @GMOUns, pliesienllu QurbL sener AFHD UHESEemIqW WHETESenerCw
siFsiugéssamqw ulpHosd (learn to make various items, especially printers that can print
minute items)

Text 6
Question 6

‘anoy Cern’ KepEeou gaulanm wepyh sLssd (running the ‘Laughing Time’ program
successfully in every meeting)

sYP&L U ECsemalemw SPESHID SsHDGHE $aIors BL ey sms dHES60 (she responded to the requests
seriously and tried hard in her work for the club)

NG Cemouwmer LTTDIPQOIOSWD CuPHEGSLD oISl JiaeoTs &aTESl(HES60 (by inspiring Aneka to
donate the full amount needed for the club)

se1d@ aNHluloaTEmEs CuTEId sargl smawgmul Anmésts eidon ustibQups (Selling her hair,
even though she did not want to cut it previously)

aNmEHes shs QL Qer@sssis Qeluyb Qsresss sbwdsssd (provided accommodation to visitors
last year and ready to provide accommodation this year as well)

BL&T U@L OTESTeuT&EhL & BL UL & L&) SauTsEhld &6 h&SsaTseammeush@ earorglflurulmsse
(showing friendship and being a role model for her friends to join the club)

Section 2 — Reading and Responding
Part A — Answer in English

Text 7
Question 7a.
Type of skill humans can Example from the text
learn through imitation or
simulation
survival simulating a space environment on Earth to learn to survive
in space
personal dance, including facial expressions, music, ball games and
other personal skills
professional surgeons are learning to complete surgeries by copying
famous surgeons
Question 7b.

child imitating her mother
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e primary school children acting like their teachers

¢ a child, after watching sports on TV, broke some of her pencils (imitating a player who broke
his bat)

e children say bad words by imitating

Text 8
Question 8a.

The father knows that children imitate their parents’ behaviour so he emphasises the positive sides
of life so that their daughter can imitate him (to instil positive values in her life). The story (in Text
8) emphasises the message of Text 7.

Question 8b.

e She was angry harsh/critical/negative at the beginning.
o At the end, she accepted and decided to be positive without pretending anymore.

Part B — Answer in Tamil

Text 9
Question 9

Students were asked to write a letter as a member of the panel of judges to an applicant for a
‘Home Garden Competition’, providing reasons why their application was unsuccessful and
encouraging them to try again.

Some students used words/phrases/sentences from the text and manipulated the language
structures of the text appropriately to write their own piece. They demonstrated depth of treatment
of the task through the development of relevant information and extensive knowledge of
vocabulary and sentence structures. These students met the question requirements, providing
reasons for the application not being selected and encouraging the applicant to try again.

The following are sentences/phrases from high-scoring responses:

o .. Phsd LsHenelssaions IPsTeF QeLd(HHESToID SITASTeFL 6UFLLIE leneu TG BILHS NS EhE S
@é508ursaldhme. ..

* QupmssE @b Ilturers... ASu QurplsmaiuuauESsToM aflusEall’ B SIOESLPED. ..

* .. .Gsfley QslwiuL efldeme TaTU®S BOHT G &TIUTES saumouL & sfallsECpar Sulgid NeToumd Arw
wrHphsEmELsiig AGSS aIHLLD. .. Aol & TFTunisslComib.

*  uelarilar AU @ssreler ...

o L.BTD U LLEG ASsASGW...

®  IpssWen urfeeul s QsNey@FlwiiuL &eniqWsTs .

Section 3 — Writing in Tamil

In this section, students were asked to write an original text of approximately 250 words in Tamil in
response to one of three questions.

Many students were able to demonstrate their knowledge of Tamil by writing well-planned and
well-written pieces that were cohesive and varied in vocabulary and sentence structure. Some
student responses were accompanied by the skilful and apt use of proverbs and relevant ideas
appropriate to the text type and kinds of writing. It was evident that these students had a sound
understanding of grammar, syntax and vocabulary, and the ability to use their knowledge
effectively.

Question 10
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Students were asked to write a persuasive email to their parents responding to their idea of buying
a house in another state.

Some students cleverly envisaged a scenario and responded to this question in a culturally
appropriate manner. These students used proverbs and idioms suitably.

The following are phrases from high-scoring responses:

®  Phsdl Sgifu yeoslul sl lur ks o @llled Csrwrell wLIHN HBsT, aTad@Gh Jlevammeys@n Efllemu
S &5 (g wailedensv,

* Abs eilige, BISHEGSL WIKlESD ThssGampyd QHiusrssdsNuaiieme Qadermm eiGaurb@h ustbamns
BTONDES Bl SSTUILEL gaopsEnd@s QsThdg o seumnbn g ...

*  wis aumHES UGS G uHCGTITD Jeoigd Coubprh shellEg L s8lb. ..

o  sCargriseT Gevers eTE@ o L apeuns FCsnsrisemmsiupHu TG GoNw BTUTSENET GIIL Bl

® o wsHSICL0W WESET uTPFAPES QL b CeusTt Geosall @...

o TEIG AGTUTET JALUT, DT 6TeeTD NETDaTEEhEE@ 6TRTMI Fn Mith, eum(Pd BhESET T&sTES sue|QFslg o hiGsT
(Plgeme. ..

®  mig APl suwgle(HbE satey GHeTROSTEIY(Hhé@GWL Lgly QhE eNsCrmiluraldsrar Q(Hé&SIng eTarmI
o B&EHSGHS0sNybsTCam. . .

®  lur Sibwr FhseT Gelyd sLaeurd#s Spbus sl doiu. Geuswrmb 4 ou(hL_Eiser QUi MISS)(HEST BTeT
LgdS (PYdsl Quilu ef@...

®  gedwnellwur pster GLEsrar Asdaugh@bd UTTES TAIUSHGSD Do UAILSDS. ..

® DT LTEHEDISEE QRESTES THRSE . . .&DDIOLTEN6N BEIEH HGIUONUESET DheTTev. ..

Question 11

Students were asked to write an imaginative story that started with ‘His eyes were sore. After
rubbing them, suddenly he could see ...

Most students who chose this question responded very well. They wrote interesting creative pieces
to show the unexpected sight that was suddenly revealed to the character.

However, some students simply reproduced memorised stories or articles that did not relate to the
specific scenario of the question. There was no creative sense of context such as physical
surroundings, atmosphere or emotions in these responses.

The following are phrases from high-scoring responses:

®  TOG SHETUHEDEN TRIETL [BLOU (LG WeN60emev. . .
®  spileurds Casryrhiset, QEsraT oo BLITFIGUHLIGT S(HECaTalled sTarm. ..
®  EIS T ... el eTeIDl...

® Gzeouems Ggreiermer... meswuer 2 uly QupGsussT@Ld eTedTm HresT Goueworiq Ceresr . . .

Question 12

Students were given the following scenario, “You have seen a video that was recorded during the
time when you were a child. You are surprised at the many changes that have occurred since then
in society.” They were asked to write an article evaluating the changes.

Instead of addressing the required comparison and changes during the time between the past
represented in the video and present-day society, some students wrote articles that reflected only
on present-day technology such as mobile phones, the internet and video games.

The following are phrases from high-scoring responses:

o urlimeyd urligud Geullly GeemeowyL e gu....Q 00U seflergu @ auCurgulr Geevgsled. ..
®  AeNQprFAuNe(Hbs pstear eflige... QUburg g Qrbs Q6w Gsfurwe...
L] ‘%’ U Wl LSS eu(hHLEsels G)eleustey OTHDBESEET. ..
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* I P&G e B Brblluphs @b QUCurgl smiks sreeuwnslCurs efleustwd QFlg cubs TG
o _pelless QL sms allBé sarm Qsargl...
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