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2019 VCE Tamil written examination 

report 

General comments 

Overall, students performed well in the 2019 Tamil written examination. Many students took 

detailed notes of the facts and information that they heard in the listening texts. They highlighted 

the key words and phrases used in the questions, and then conveyed this information accurately 

and appropriately when writing the answers.  

When answering questions in Sections 1 and 2, students should remember the following. 

• It is important to answer in the specified language. Some students lost marks for using the 
wrong language, or wasted time crossing off answers in the wrong language and rewriting 
them in the correct language then drawing arrows to them.

• Students should wait for the second playing of the text to organise their notes and then write 
their response. For example, for Question 2a., most students mentioned the food that uncle 
took in the last sentence, thus misunderstanding the sequence and significance of the 
information.

• Students should not to use the same piece of information more than once or to answer more 
than one question. For example, for Question 3a., students wrote the same three or four 
feelings in each cell of the second column. For Question 6a., 1. epiwa czTfs; ,Ue;jd. 2. 
gytpjkhd czTfis tpUg;gkhd Neuj;Jf;Fr; rhg;gpl KbAk; Question 6b., 1. KjpNahiug; 
guhkupf;Fk; fy;tpiag; gbj;Jf;nfhz;bUf;fpwhu;.2. KjpNahiug; guhkupg;jpy; rpwg;Gj;Nju;r;rp ngw;whu;.
1. kpfTk; ey;ytu; 2. ghl;bapd; kdk; ftu;e;jtu; 3. mjpf ghrq;nfhz;ltu;.

• The reading time should be used wisely in Section 1 by identifying the key words and/or 
phrases in the questions before listening to the texts.

• Students should read the questions carefully, especially when there is more than one part to a 
question. For example, for Question 2b., some students gave the correct characteristic but not 
the supporting evidence. For Question 5b., some responses incorrectly discussed people 
rather than places:

− cztpy; cg;igr; Nru;f;fkhl;lhu;fs;
− ve;j ,lq;fSf;Fk; kfpOe;jpy; nry;thu;fs;.

• The allocated marks and the answer space given for each question are good indicators of the 
approximate length and detail of the required answer.

• Students should write as if assessors do not know the answers to the questions; they should 
try to explain answers as clearly as possible.

• Proverbs and idioms enrich writing if they are used appropriately in context. Some students 
wrote more than one proverb in both Section 2 Part B and Section 3 without any logical 
connection to the texts. For example:

− for Question 9, ty;ytDf;Fg; Gy;Yk; MAjk; vd;w gonkhopf;F mika ahUk; ey;y kdj;NjhL 
cjtpnra;a Ntz;Lk;
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; − mg;gbf; fpuhk kf;fSf;F cjtpdhy;jhd; ahkwpe;j nkhopfspNy jkpo; nkhopNghy; ,dpjhtnjq;Fk 
fhNzhk; vd;gij epWtpf;fhl;lyhk;.

− for Question12, jpUluha;g; ghu;j;Jj; jpUe;jhtpl;lhy; jpUl;il xopf;f KbahJ mJNghy 
ehlfq;fisg; ghu;f;ff;$lhJ.

Specific information 

Note: Student responses reproduced in this report have not been corrected for grammar, 

spelling or factual information. 

This report provides sample answers or an indication of what facts/information may have been 

included. Unless otherwise stated, these are not intended to be exemplary or complete responses. 

Section 1 – Listening and responding 

Some students took detailed notes, clearly using the spaces given, but could not express the 

information and ideas accurately and appropriately. Students should remember that they need to 

manipulate the key words and phrases suitably, with appropriate starting and finishing clauses, to 

obtain full marks.  

Part A – Answer in English 

Students listened to three texts in Tamil. They were expected to demonstrate their understanding 

of the question and provide relevant, accurate and appropriate responses that demonstrated their 

understanding of the text.  

Text 1 

Question 1  

The mother was extremely happy because 

• her son got a job, which she did not expect because he has artistic skills only

• the job may be permanent, the salary is higher than hers and it is closer to the house/closest

shopping centre

• the mother had been upset for some time about an incident involving her son but was now

extremely happy because he had become an entirely changed person.

Some students missed the last point of the answer. 

Text 2  

Question 2a.  

Gowri must convey the following information to her father: 

• Mahesan’s uncle tried to call you but couldn’t, so he came over and said that he would leave

his car at Maniam’s garage.

• You have to pick him up from there to go to the conference.

• He is taking lunch for you as well, so you can both have a quick lunch instead of searching for

a restaurant and go to the bank to withdraw some money during the break.

• Then, after the conference, you will both go to the garage to pay and collect the car before 5

o'clock.
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Some students obtained full marks for this question. A few students did not provide the information 

in the correct order, even though they had noted the details clearly in the note-taking space. Other 

students started writing in the third person and concluded in the second person or vice versa.  

Question 2b.  

The speakers suggest that Gowri’s father is forgetful because: 

• Mahesan said that he might have left the mobile phone at the office, or  

• Gowri said that she will tie up his handkerchief on his car key to remind him. 

Text 3 

Question 3a.  

Person(s) Feeling Reason (one reason was required in each case) 

mother proud/uplifted  Visited Australia and  

• met many past students 

• they praised her teaching even after 40–50 
years. 

Vidhya sad/feels like crying Her course finished quickly and 

• she doesn’t want to leave Australia 

• she has to go to work tomorrow far away from 
home.  

mother and 
Vidhya 

gratitude  • for the welcome they were given 

• for organising a get-together with meals and 
speeches etc. and the readiness to help. 

Some students scored full marks for this question by presenting the feelings and reasons in the 

correct column. Students who did not score well were not able to differentiate between the emotion 

and the reason.  

Part B – Answer in Tamil 

Text 4  

Question 4 

• fztDk; kidtpAk; rkkhdtu;fshf> Mz;ghjp ngz;ghjp vd;wtifapy; tho;jy; NtzLk;. mj;Jld;> 
(Husband and wife are equal / cannot be distinguished / are almost the same / are half and 

half) 

• fztd; nrhd;dhy; mij kidtp nja;t thf;fhff; fUj Ntz;Lk; mNjrkak; ngz; jdJ fUj;ijr; 
nrhd;dhy; mij> fztd; jdJ vz;zk; vd;W fUjpr; nraw;gl Ntz;Lk;. NkYk;> (their thoughts 

and words are indistinguishable or are alike. Furthermore…)  

• fztdJ tPL njhopy; Kjypad rpwpajhf ,Ue;jhYk; mij kidtp ngupanjdf;nfhz;L jpUg;jp 
nfhs;s Ntz;Lk;. (the wife honours and accepts her husband’s simple things as great things.) 

Text 5 

Question 5a. 

• mjpf Neuj;ijr; #upa xspapy; nrytpl Ntz;Lk;. (Spend more time in the sun.) 
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• ifj;njhiyNgrpapy; my;yJ jpiuapy; nrytpLk; Neuj;ijf;Fiwf;f Ntz;Lk;  my;yJ epWj;j 
Ntz;Lk;. ifj;njhiyNgrpfisg; gps;isfsplkpUe;J tpyf;fpitf;f Ntz;Lk;. (Stop using or spend 

less time on screen/mobile phone and keep mobile phones away from their children.) 

• cg;gpy;yhj my;yJ cg;Gf;Fiwe;j czT tiffis cz;zNtz;Lk;. (Eat unsalted or salt-reduced 

food.) 

Question 5b. 

• jkpo; NgRk; ehLfisg; Nghyd;wp X];Nuypahtpy; ruhrup tUl ntg;gepiy FiwthfTs;sJ. #upad; 
xspUq; fhyKk; FiwthfTs;sJ. mj;Jld; ,q;F (The average temperatures are lower and the 

sun doesn’t shine all year round.) 

• fhw;wpy; <ug;gjd; FiwthfTk; fhzg;gLfpd;wJ. (The humidity level is lower than in Tamil-speaking 

countries.) 

Text 6 

Question 6a. 

• mtu; FspupypUe;J jg;gpf;nfhz;lhu;. (Escaped from winter.) 

• jdf;F ePupopT ,Ue;jNghJk; ey;y czTfis cz;L kfpo;e;jhu;. (Enjoyed good food even though 

she is diabetic.) 

• jdJ Ngug;gps;isfisg; guhkupg;gijj; jtpu;j;;;Jf;nfhz;lhu;. ,g;NghJk; mtu; jdJ Ngug;gps;isfSf;F 
cjtNtz;ba epiyAk; mw;Wg;Ngha;tpl;lJ. (Delighted because she was freed from looking after 

the grandchildren / even now she doesn’t need to help them.) 

• jhd; fdTfz;l> ePz;l fhyk;  ghu;f;f Ntz;Lk; vd;W vz;zpapUe;j ,lq;fisg; ghu;itapl;lhu;. 
(Visited her dream destinations / the places she wanted to visit.) 

• Vida Kjpatu;fSlDk; jdJ guhkupg;ghsUlDk; kfpo;e;jpUe;jhu;. (Enjoyed the company of / was 

happy with other elderly people like herself.) 

Question 6b. 

• mtu; xU ey;y gps;is mj;Jld; (She is a nice woman and) 

• mtu; xU jdpg;gl;l cjtpahsu; vd;gJld; kpff;ftdkhfg; guhkupg;gtu.; mijAk;tpl mtu; (she is 

an individual helper and helps people, with a very caring nature) 

• KjpNahiug; guhkupf;Fk; fy;tpia Nkw;nfhz;L  mjpy; jpwikr; rpj;jpAk; ngw;wtu.; (She is a student 

who undertook a course in aged care and received high distinction.) 

The following are sentences from high-scoring responses:  

ghl;biag; guhkupj;jtu; xU ey;y gps;is. KjpNahiug; guhkupf;Fk; fy;;tpia Nkw;nfhz;L mjpy; rpwg;Gr; 
rpj;jpAk; ngw;wtu;. taJ Kjpu;e;j ePupopT Nehahspfisf;$l>  jdpg;gl;l cjtpahshf ,Ue;J kpfTk; 
md;ghfTk; ftdkhfTk; guhkupj;J mtu;fSf;F Ntz;banjy;yhk; nra;;J mtu;fspd; ed;kjpg;igg; 
ngwf;$batu;.  

Section 2 – Reading and responding 

Part A – Answer in English  

Text 7 

Question 7a. 

• Because before they watched the video, current text books claimed that the Mesopotamian 

civilisation was the oldest civilisation in the world. 

• According to the video there was another city, called Duwaraga, which was older than 

Mesopotamia, so they wanted to learn about these new scientific research findings.  
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Question 7b.  

Any three of the following:  

• the school regards history lessons as important 

• past students have positions in history departments in universities around the globe  

• students are eager to learn and are interested in new findings in history 

• students are asking the publishers to publish new findings with research and evidence. 

Text 8  

Question 8a.  

The writer: 

• makes comparisons between 10 000 years ago, 180 years ago and current rapid changes 

• gives examples from stone tools and the gramophone to the latest inventions (mobile phones). 

Question 8b. 

What young people do now Consequences of their behaviour 
 

physically • instead of going out to play 
sports they play online games 

• obesity and other medical conditions 
and they need spectacles  

• they can use both thumbs equally 

mentally • they use mobile phones for 
everything 

• difficulty in recalling maths times tables, 
difficulty with map reading, remembering 
spellings and their basic personal 
information 

socially • they chat /text (with many 
people) only over the phone 

• absence of real social interactions with 
family and friends 

 

Some students gained full marks for this question. Students who did not score well wrote their 

answers in the wrong cells. 

Part B – Answer in Tamil 

Text 9  

Question 9  

Some students used the structure and language features of the persuasive text appropriately to 

write their piece. Others used words/phrases/sentences from the text and wrote a recount text to 

explain the setting without manipulating the language. Some students identified ‘the certificate’ as 

stimulus text but missed the more important ‘food’. Some students with excellent writing skills and 

very good legible handwriting seem to have misunderstood the question and were not able to 

provide adequate content in their answers.  

The following are sentences/phrases from high-scoring responses.  

• …rthy;fspd; tpspk;gpy; Nghl;bahsu;fs;…  
• Xu; mjpgu; cjt KbAkhdhy; Vd; ePq;fs;… 
• gupjhg epiyia xopg;gjw;F…   
• f\;lg;gLgtu;fSf;Ff; f\;lg;gLgtu;fNs cjTtJ cq;fSf;F ntl;fkhf ,y;iyah?… 
• Vioapd; rpupg;gpy; flTisf; fhzyhk; my;yth?… mwQ; nra tpUk;G vd;W…  
• nfhbJ tWik nfhbJ mjdpYq; nfhbJ ,sikapy; tWik… 
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• md;W thRfpf;F ele;jJ ,dp xUNghJk; xUtUf;Fk; elf;fhkypUf;f ePq;fs;… 
• jkpo;j; jiytu;fNs! ,d;iwa ,isQu;fs; ehisa jiytu;fs;… mtu;fisj; Njhs;jl;bf;nfhLj;Jj;… 

Section 3 – Writing in Tamil 

In this section, students were asked to write an original text of approximately 250 words in Tamil in 

response to one of three questions.  

Many students were able to demonstrate their knowledge of Tamil by writing well-planned and 

well-written pieces that were cohesive and varied in vocabulary and sentence structure. Some 

student responses were accompanied by the skillful and apt use of proverbs and relevant ideas 

appropriate to the text type and kinds of writing. It was evident that these students had a sound 

understanding of grammar, syntax and vocabulary, and the ability to use their knowledge 

effectively. Some student responses showed lack of understanding of all these components. 

Question 10  

Some students cleverly evaluated the issues raised in the question about the decline of selfless 

attitudes among Tamils. These students used proverbs and idioms suitably. Some wrote a 

persuasive article on topics such as ‘nghJ eyj;Jld; thOq;fs;’> ‘Raeyj;Jld; thOq;fs;’.  

The following are phrases/sentences from high-scoring responses.  

• rpyu; Nghuhl;lq;fs;> gpur;ridfis tpsf;fp tpopg;Gzu;it Vw;gLj;jp… 
• rpyu; jkJ gl;lk;> gjtp> gbg;G vd;W XLfpwhu;fNs md;wp… 
• …gzg; igj;jpak;> gzj;jpkpu; gpbj;J> nrhe;jr; rNfhjuu;fspd; ,d;gJd;gq;fspy; $lf; … 
• … jdf;Fg;gpd;jhd; jhdKk; ju;kKk; vd;W… 
• … mtruj;Jf;Ff;$l cjt> jkpo;r;rKjhak; jaq;Ffpd;wJ>>>  
• …#oy; guhkupg;Gf;FO xd;iw mikj;J… 
• tul;rpahy; thLk; fpuhkg;Gw tptrhapfs; gLk; Jd;gq;fis xU ehisf;fhtJ epidj;Jg; 

ghu;f;fpwhu;fsh? … 
• jkJ nrhe;j tpUg;Gf;fhf> gpwiug;gw;wpr; rpe;jpf;fhky; jkJ tz;bfis mjpf xyp vOg;Gk;gb 

nra;tpj;J Xl;Ljy; … 

Question 11  

Most students who chose this question responded very well. However, some students simply 

reproduced some memorised articles that did not relate to the question.  

The following are phrases and sentences from high-scoring responses.  

• ehk; NgRtJ kw;wtu;fSf;Fg; Gupa Ntz;Lk; vd;gjw;fhf mtu;fsJ ghzpapy; Ngrp tUtJ… 
• jkpohrpupauJ ghzpiag; gpd;gw;wNtz;Lk; vd;W Kaw;rpj;Njh my;yJ vk;ik mwpahkNyh… 
• njhlu; ehlfq;fis> jpiug;glq;fisg; ghu;g;gJ> gytpjkhd ghly;fisAk; mNj cr;rupg;gpy; ghLtJ…  
• Foe;ijfs; Nghyf; Nfl;gijNa Ngrg;gofp… 
• fyg;Gj; jpUkzq;fs;> rpwpa tajpy; jkpiof;fw;fhky; tpl;Lg; gpd;du; Ngrj;njhlq;Fjy;> gpw ehLfspy; 

thOk; jkpou;fSld; NgRjy; Kjypad…   

Question 12  

Some students wrote drama scripts that demonstrated a clear understanding of the required 

structure and language features, including the scenes, characters’ feelings and tone shown in 

brackets.  

The following are phrases and sentences from high-scoring responses.  

• …njhiyf;fhl;rpg; ngl;bia cilj;njwpa Ntz;baJjhd;… 
• …thzp uhzpr; rz;il Nghl;Lf;nfhz;bUf;fpwPu;fs;…  
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• ghj;jpuq;fs; fOt tPl;ilr; Rj;jk; nra;a Neukpy;iy ehlfk;… 
• xU rpy ehlfq;fis itj;Jf;nfhz;L ,g;gbg; gpioahd fUj;Jf;fis ms;sp tPrf;$lhJ. vj;jid 

vj;jid ehlfq;fisg; ghu;f;Fk;gb ngw;Nwhu;fs; fl;lhag;gLj;Jfpwhu;fs; vd;gij ePu; mwptPuh? rka 
mwpitAk; jkpowpitAk; vkJ fyhr;rhuj;ijAk; tsu;f;f> Fwpg;ghfg; Gyk;ngau;e;J thOk; ehLfspy; 
tsu;f;f ,Jjhd; xNutop vd;W> Fwpg;gpl;l rpy ehlfq;fisg; ghu;f;fg; ngw;Nwhu;fs; epw;ge;jpf;fpwhu;fs; 
vd;gijj; njupahky;… 
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