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2020 VCE Tamil written 
examination report 

General comments 
Students’ general level of performance on the 2020 Tamil written examination was good. Many students 
identified the key words or phrases within the questions and highlighted or underlined them. They took 
detailed notes of the information they heard in the listening texts, then transferred the necessary points into 
their examination responses with correct starting or concluding phrases. 

Teachers and students are advised that the examination will not consist solely of questions that require 
translation or the simple recall of information. Some questions will be pitched at a higher cognitive level, 
requiring analysis, synthesis or evaluation. It is expected that students should identify the suitable 
information or the main ideas from the texts (not from their own general knowledge) depending on the 
questions and then convey them accurately and appropriately. 

Specific information 
This report provides sample answers or an indication of what may have been included. Unless otherwise 
stated, these are not intended to be exemplary or complete responses.  

When answering questions in Sections 1 and 2, students should remember the following. 

• It is important to answer in the specified language. Some students lost marks for using the wrong 
language, or wasted time crossing off answers in the wrong language and rewriting them in the correct 
language. 

• Students should wait for the second playing of the text to organise their notes and then write their 
response.  

• Students should not use the same piece of information more than once or to answer more than one part 
of a question.  

The reading time should be used wisely in Section 1 by identifying the key words and/or phrases in the 
questions before listening to the texts. 

Students should read the questions carefully, word by word and as a whole. This year, the following basic 
vocabulary and tenses in both Tamil and English played a vital part in the examination. The words were 
‘women’ in Question 1b., ‘Ntz;LNfhs;’ in Question 3a., ‘setting’ in Question 5a., ‘will’ in Question 8b. and 
‘,ufrpa’ in Question 9. These issues will be discussed below in each question where they occurred.  

The allocated marks and the answer space given for each question are good indicators of the approximate 
length and detail of the required answer. However, if students need more space, they can use the blank 
spaces under each set of given lines rather than squeezing their answers into the lines provided. They 
should remember that only the writing in the designated note-taking space will be not assessed.  

Proverbs and idioms enrich writing if they are used appropriately in context. However, some students 
violated Tamil linguistic etiquette by writing more than one proverb in Section 2, Part B in their 
informal/private letter to the mother of their friend.  
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Section 1 – Listening and responding  
Some students took detailed notes, clearly using the space given, but could not express the information and 
ideas accurately and appropriately. Students should remember that they must manipulate the key words and 
phrases suitably, with appropriate starting and concluding clauses, to obtain full marks. For example, in 
Question 4, some students copied all the sentences they heard as verbatim without reflecting on what the 
father should do.  

Part A – Answer in English  
Students listened to three texts in Tamil. They were expected to demonstrate their understanding of the 
question by providing relevant, accurate and appropriate responses in English.  

Text 1  

Question 1a.  
This conversation took place in the foyer of a wedding/reception hall/entrance of wedding/dining hall. 

Responses such as ‘a wedding’ or ‘wedding hall’ could not receive any mark.  

Question 1b.  
• The bride provided the receptionist detailed information about guests and together they worked to 

ensure the guests’ comfort. This was especially the case for Chandrakanthan because of his recent 
surgery. He required close proximity to the bride and groom and designated signs and arrows with 
number plate details at the gate to lead him to his reserved car parking space close to the foyer.  

• He required close proximity to the table with vegetarian food because of his vegetarian diet 
requirements.  

• The bride and the receptionist also secretly organised the tables so that Chandrakanthan would be 
seated next to an old friend whom he had not seen for many years.  

Some students obtained full marks for this question. A few students did not respond correctly to the word 
‘women’ and used ‘she’ in all of their responses. Some students’ responses were not clear enough to 
demonstrate their understanding that ‘the bride said that Chandrakanthan …’. Students should write as if 
assessors do not know what the bride said. 

Text 2 

Question 2a.  
• To inform the patrons about the approaching modernisation and expansion of the existing library.  
• To invite them to the farewell ceremony.  

Most students obtained full marks for this question.  

Question 2b.  
• Physical changes (e.g. the number of books will be doubled to more than a million and the second floor 

…). 
• Children will play and develop their personal skills (e.g. through electronic games and body movement) 

and random social interactions will be eliminated. 
• Full automation of all the library’s processes means the workers will lose their jobs (i.e. no customer 

service, no storytelling, no cleaners). 
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Some students achieved full marks for this question by presenting all information appropriately. Most 
students mentioned all the changes that would occur without making the correct inference that many staff 
would lose their jobs even though they mentioned that there would be more customers/patrons. This is an 
example of the necessity of analysing the information rather than simply reproducing what is heard.  

Text 3 

Question 3a.  
• Nadesan said that he sent a request to Sivahamy but it was actually a forwarded request from a lady in 

America (Lisa). Sivahamy was confused, thinking that the request was actually Nadesan’s own.  
• Sivahamy was confused about whether the message was intended for her alone or all members in 

Nadesan’s social media.  

Some students achieved full marks for this question. Many students gained only one as they did not respond 
to ‘Ntz;LNfhs;’. 

Question 3b. 

Nadesan and Sivahamy considered that it was a serious matter.  

• Even after sending the message, Nadesan called Sivahamy on the phone. Since he was talking while 
Sivahamy was driving she parked her car on the side of the road to listen to the message.  

• She exclaimed ‘Oh my goodness!’  
• Nadesan asked Sivahamy to translate it into Tamil and publish it. Sivahamy agreed, saying ‘Yes, yes. 

Definitely.’ 

Part B – Answer in Tamil  
Students listened to three texts in Tamil. They were expected to demonstrate their understanding of the 
question and provide relevant, accurate and appropriate responses that demonstrated their understanding of 
the text in Tamil.  

Text 4  

Question 4  
• je;ij> Nltpl;Lld; njhlu;Gnfhz;L mtuJ Kiwg;ghLfs; gw;wpa fUj;Jf;fisj; njuptpg;gNjhL may;tPl;by; 

thliff;fpUg;gtu;fs; vt;thW ele;Jnfhs;fpwhu;fs; vd;Wk; $wNtz;Lk;. 

• mj;Jld; ,uT gj;Jkzpf;Fg; gpd;du; eha; Fiuf;fhky; itj;Jf;nfhs;sNtz;Lk;. 

• Ntypiaf; fle;J kuf;nfhg;Gfs; gf;fj;J tsTf;Fs; nrd;W ,iynfhl;lhkYk; #upantspr;rj;ij kiwf;fhkYk; 

ghu;j;Jf;nfhs;sNtz;Lk;.  

• Ntypf;fiuapy;; grisahfg; Nghl;l vU> Ml;Lg;GOf;if Kjypad Ju;ehw;wk; tPrhjpUf;f eltbf;if vLf;fNtz;Lk;.  

• mtuJ tPl;Lf;F tUfpwtu;fs; jkJ tz;bfis Nltpl; tPl;Lf;FKd; ,Uf;fpw ,uz;L tz;bfis 

epWj;jf;$ba ,lj;ij tPzhf;fp eLg;gFjpapy; epWj;jhky; ftdpj;Jf;nfhs;Ntz;Lk;. 

The father must do the following:  

• Ring David and inform him whether the complaints are legitimate and provide additional information 
about the tenants in David's house. 

• Take steps to stop the dog from barking after 10pm. 
• Trim the tree branches, which block sunlight and drop leaves into David's property. 
• Stop the bad smell from the cow and sheep manure. 
• Ensure that his visitors park in a single parking spot and not take up two spots (for the sake of shade) in 

front of David's house. 
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Text 5  

Question 5a.  
gpuGf;fs; jkJ Nghf;Ftuj;Jf;Fr; rptpiffisg; gad;gLj;jpa fhyj;jpy;> fhLfs;> kiyfs;> tptrhaepyq;fs; #o;e;j ,lj;jpypUe;jJk; 

gpuG xUtUf;Fr; nrhe;jkhdJkhd ngupa tPl;by;(khspifapy;)> mtuJ gRf;fd;W xd;W fhzhkw;Nghd rkaj;jpy; ,lk;ngw;wJ.  

At the time when lords used palanquins for traveling, a calf ran away from a lord’s mansion, which was 
surrounded by mountains, forests and farmland.  

Question 5b.  
jkJ rk;gsj;Jf;F Nkyhd Rfq;fis mDgtpj;Jf;nfhz;Lk; xg;gpLifapy; Fiwthd Ntiyiar; nra;Jnfhz;Lk; ,Uf;fpd;w 

rptpif Rkg;gtu;fs>; jhd; mtruj;Jf;Ff; Nfl;l cjtpiar; nra;a kWj;jik> gpuGTf;Ff; Nfhgj;ij Vw;gLj;jpaJ. MapDk; 

fd;iwj; NjLtJ mtu;fsJ Ntiyapy;iy vd;gij Vw;Wf;nfhs;tJNghy ebj;J> mtu;fs; ,dpNky; kWg;Gf;$whky; jhd; 

nrhy;Yk; Ntiyfisr; nra;Ak;tifapy; mtu;fSf;Fg; ghlk; Gfl;LtNj gpuGtpd; cs;Nehf;fkhf ,Ue;jJ.  

Technically the lord accepts/pretends in an angry tone the palanquin carriers were correct, saying that 
looking after the calf was not their job. However, the lord is challenging the palanquin carriers to teach them 
a lesson about carrying out his orders. The lord makes the workers understand that they are expected to 
carry out his orders and to convey his view that they want to enjoy benefits without working hard. His 
demand was that they should never again refuse his commands. 

Text 6  

Question 6a.  
gfPujp jdJ Kd;ida moFepiya NtiyapypUe;J tpyfp> ,g;ghjzp tpw;gid epiyaj;jpy; Ntiy ngWtjw;fhf 

tpz;zg;gpj;J> mjw;fhd Neu;Kfj;Nju;tpy; cw;rhfj;Jld; ciuahbf;nfhz;bUf;fpwhu;.  

Bahirathy has left her previous job (at a beauty parlour) and applied for this job. She is now enthusiastically 
attending the job interview in this shoe shop. 

Question 6a.  
gfPujp FWfpa ,Uthuq;fspy; gpwu;nra;jijg; ghu;j;Jg; Gjpa jpwd;fisg; gofpf;nfhz;lhu;. tpz;zg;gj;ij mDg;g Kd;dUk; 

mDg;gpa gpd;dUk; filf;F te;J Kd;Ndw;wj;Jf;Fupa topfis mwpe;Jitj;Js;shu;. mtu; jdJ MNyhridfis 

Neu;Kfj;Nju;it elj;Jgtuplk; Jzpthfj; njuptpf;fpwhu;. NkYk; ,tw;iwnay;yhk; Neu;Kfj;Nju;it elj;Jgtu; rhjfkhf 

Vw;Wf;nfhs;fpwhuhifahy; gfPujp ,f;filapy; Ntiyngwf;$Lk;.  

In only two weeks’ time, Bahirathy picked up skills through observation alone (quick learner). She took the 
time and effort to visit the shoe shop before and after sending her job application. 

When she is being interviewed, Bahirathy confidently gives her views as to how sales can be improved in the 
shoe shop. 

The interviewer appreciated her positive attitude and enthusiasm. 

  

https://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/


© VCAA  Page 5 
 

Section 2 – Reading and responding  

Part A – Answer in English 

Text 7  

Question 7a.  
Students from years 7–11 of this school have submitted their expression of interest for the student leader 
position in writing. Student leaders would be selected by staff members and elected by a majority of 
students.  

Submitting the expression of interest was not found in some responses.  

Question 7b.  
Student leaders are able to develop their personal and organisational skills by organising events such as 
general knowledge competitions, fundraising events, school camps, etc. They could also participate in 
national level seminars and workshops organised by the school council to further develop those skills.  

Suitable starting or concluding phrases were not found in many responses.  

Text 8 

Question 8a.  
Correct answers: 

• inducing/making rain 
• making plants grow 
• assisting easy birth 
• helps in developing healthy minds and bodies with no adverse side effects and enhances the ability to 

fight infections. 

Question 8b.  

Any one of the following: 

• through the proof of modern and accurate scientific methods and controlled experiments 
• should be properly played and recorded, then played on good quality devices at a suitable decibel.  

Low-scoring responses included the following phrases: 

• using the internet and social media  
• already been spread to all over the world. 

These students did not respond to the word ‘will’. 
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Part B – Answer in Tamil  

Text 9 

Question 9 
Many students produced letters showing excellent writing skills using culturally appropriate salutations, 
farewells and content when responding to the stimuli. They used higher levels of comprehension strategies 
when reading and visualised the appropriate real-life situation when writing.  

In this section, the stimuli were given directly and indirectly to students to respond to in their writing. It was 
expected that they should respond to at least three stimuli in their writing. Some students, however, did not 
select any of the given stimuli for their response and instead created and imposed their own interpretation of 
the text. In this case, these students were unable to gain full marks because they could not satisfy the 
criterion ‘demonstrate an understanding of the stimulus text’.  

Some students used a culturally inappropriate tactic of employing proverbs in a personal letter intended for 
an elder. 

Section 3 – Writing in Tamil 
In this section, students were asked to write an original text of approximately 250 words in Tamil in response 
to one of three questions.  

Many students were able to demonstrate their knowledge of Tamil by writing well-planned and well-written 
pieces that were coherent and varied in vocabulary and sentence structure. Some student responses were 
accompanied by the skilful and apt use of proverbs and relevant ideas appropriate to the text type and kinds 
of writing. It was evident that these students had a sound understanding of grammar, syntax and vocabulary, 
and the ability to use their knowledge effectively. Some student responses showed a lack of understanding 
of all these components.  

Question 10 
Many students demonstrated very strong persuasive speaking skills, providing thoughtful and convincing 
reasons for establishing a Tamil-language preschool. Some students, however, did not consider the 
requirement, ‘You went to an English-language preschool and you have recently completed work experience 
there’. Some students’ speeches addressed the general importance of learning Tamil rather than the specific 
importance of a Tamil preschool for Tamil children and their parents.  

Question 11 
Many students cleverly evaluated the issues raised in the question. They used real historical changes of 
women’s rights during a long period of time, with evidence from Tamil literature, and gave evidence about 
the current situation and the reasons that changes have occurred. They also included the names of famous 
people who fought for Tamil women’s rights in history. These students used proverbs and idioms suitably. 
They also incorporated an understanding of both sides of the issue and a conclusion. They demonstrated a 
good command of language appropriate to the text type.  

Question 12 
Some students who chose this question responded very well and demonstrated a clear understanding of the 
required text structure and language features. However, most students simply produced a persuasive 
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argument to convince the audience to learn self-defence techniques without using vivid description, which 
was required by the question, to deepen their presentations.  
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