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2021 VCE Tamil written external 
assessment report 

General comments 
Overall, students’ performance in the 2021 Tamil written examination was at a moderate level. Some 

students identified the key words and phrases within the questions and highlighted or underlined them. They 

took detailed notes of what they had heard and jotted them down in the allocated space. They then 

transferred the necessary information into their examination responses with the correct beginning or 

concluding phrases. However, some students, despite having jotted down the correct information, did not 

include it in their answers. 

Teachers and students are advised that the examination will not consist solely of questions that require 

translation or simple recall of information. While some simpler items may be found, there will also be some 

items pitched at a higher cognitive level, requiring analysis, inference, prediction, synthesis or evaluation. 

Specific information 
Note: This report provides sample answers or an indication of what answers may have included. Unless 

otherwise stated, these are not intended to be exemplary or complete responses. 

Student responses reproduced in this report have not been corrected for grammar, spelling or factual 

information. 

When answering questions in Sections 1 and 2, it is important to try to answer all the questions. Some 

students did not answer both parts of particular questions, or merely responded with one or two words. 

Students are advised that questions for each text are spread across multiple pages. Students should try to 

read ahead so they can plan for each text.  

In Section 1, students who scored highly appeared to use the reading time to identify the key words and/or 

phrases in the questions before listening to the texts. They also appeared to have adopted successful 

strategies, such as practising good note-taking during listening tasks. This avoids having to insert some 

words and phrases after the second playing which may result in neglecting the correct starting or concluding 

phrases or prepositional changes. 

Students should read the questions carefully: word by word and as a whole. Some students overlooked the 

key words ‘academic’ in Question 2b. and ‘education’ in Question 8.  

The allocated marks, the answer space given and number of bullet points printed for each question are good 

indicators of the approximate length, necessary detail and pieces of information required to obtain full marks. 

Students have extra space allocated in the examinations booklet if they need more space. They should 

remember that writing in the note-taking space will be not assessed. 

Students should try to explain their answers as clearly as possible and include all the necessary detail. This 

is the best way to earn full marks.  

Students should identify the suitable information and make inferences or read between the lines (rather than 

only relying on their own general knowledge). They then should convey the information and its interpretation 

accurately and appropriately. 
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Finally, students should not use the same piece of information more than once to answer questions.  

Section 1: Listening and responding 
Some students took detailed notes, clearly using the spaces given, but could not express the information and 

ideas accurately and appropriately. Students should remember that they must manipulate the key words and 

phrases suitably, with appropriate starting and concluding clauses, to obtain full marks. For example, in 

Question 6, some students copied down all information verbatim or simply narrated the story rather than 

reflecting upon the actual question and considering the emotions that the uncle would have felt during his 

journey. 

Part A – Answer in English 

Students listened to three texts in Tamil. They were expected to demonstrate their understanding of the 

questions and provide relevant, accurate and appropriate responses in English that demonstrated their 

understanding of the texts. 

Text 1 

Question 1a. 

When there is a small movement or a sound, they will: 

• imitate the barking of different types of dogs 

• shout ‘thieves are coming’ and ‘robbers are coming’ 

• imitate the sirens of police cars and fire engines. 

Most responses given to this question were correct. 

Question 1b. 

Any two of: 

• They are cheap to purchase and a cage is provided free of charge. 

• They will fetch their own food. 

• They return to the cage on their own. 

Most responses given to this question were correct. 

Text 2 

Question 2a. 

An example of a correct response is: 

• The mother couldn’t talk directly to the teacher and was unable to convey her concerns during the 

parent-teacher meeting due to the limited time with the interpreter. 

• The rule and regulations that were provided by the school are not being implemented. 

• When she tries to convince her children, they argue by providing examples of the same behaviour by 

their peers in their own classes. 
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Question 2b. 

An example of a correct response is: 

• The school arranged parent–teacher meetings to discuss students’ academic progress and subject 

selections. 

• The school arranged interpreters for parent–teacher meetings to ensure that students/parents who are 

from different backgrounds and speak different languages are also catered for. 

Some students scored full marks for this question by presenting all information appropriately. Most students 

mentioned the uniform policy, dress code and discipline of the school without considering the word 

‘academic’, which was essential for a correct response. 

Text 3 

Question 3a. 

Any three of the following. 

• Working people: improves concentration and body strength and increases their productivity. 

• Older people: reduces illness, dependency, frailty and mental decline and as a result are less likely to 

visit hospitals and aged care homes. 

• Students / young people: significantly increases concentration skills and memory power. 

• People who perform thoppukaranam before 7 am at the railway station platforms will get free train 

tickets. 

Question 3b. 

Any two of the following. 

• It will reduce the number of beds at hospitals. 

• It will reduce the number of beds in aged care homes. 

• The employees’ productivity will increase. 

Part B – Answer in Tamil 

Students listened to three texts in Tamil. They were expected to demonstrate their understanding of the 

question and provide relevant, accurate and appropriate answers in Tamil that demonstrated their 

understanding of the texts. 

Text 4 

Question 4 

An example of a correct response is: 

xUtu; fzpdpiaj; njhlu;e;J gad;gLj;Jgtuhdhy; mtu;> Fiwe;jJ 20 epkplq;fSf;nfhUKiwahtJ Fiwe;jJ 20 

nrf;fd;fSf;nfdpDk; 20kPw;wu; njhiytpy; cs;s xU nghUisg; ghu;f;fNtz;Lk;. ,g;gbr;nra;tJ mtuJ fz;fisf; fzpdp 

ntsptpLk; ePy xspf;fjpu;fspy; ,Ue;J ghJfhf;Fk;. 

(When using a computer for a prolonged period of time, one should take a break at least every 20 minutes 

for at least 20 seconds and look at an object 20 metres away in order to protect the eyes from harmful blue 

light emitted by computer screens.) 
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High-scoring responses included all of the important information. 

Some students did not include the key words/phrases such as njhlu;e;J gad;gLj;Jgtuhdhy;’ (a person uses [a 

computer for] a prolonged period of time), Fiwe;jJ (at least) xUKiwahtJ (at least once) and 20 

nrf;fd;fSf;nfdpDk;; (at least 20 seconds). 

Text 5 

Question 5 

An example of a correct response is: 

Gj;jfj;ij Kjypy; gbj;jNghJ mtuJ kdjpy; ghj;jpuq;fis cWg;GWg;ghf tbj;Jf; fw;gidnra;J kdg;glkhf itj;jpUe;jhu;. 

ehlfj;jpy; ,uhkDk; FfDk; Mw;wq;fiuapy; ePu;tPo;r;rpg;gpd;dzpapy; re;jpj;j fhl;rp mtuJ kdg;glj;ijtpl ed;whf ,Ue;jnjd;W 

vz;zpdhu;. ,Ue;jNghjpYk;> mf;fiyf; fhl;rpf;$lk; epyj;Jf;fPo; 3k; khbapy; ,Uf;fpwnjd;Wk; efuj;jpd; kpfg;ngupa MW 

fhl;rpf;$lj;Jf;F Nkyhfg;gha;fpwnjd;Wk; Nfl;bUe;j mtUf;F ,aq;Fglj;jpy; Mw;wpy; ePu;Ntfkhf XLtijf;fhz> ep[khfj; 

jz;zPu; cs;Nste;JtpLNkhntd;w gak; te;J eLq;fitj;jjpy; mf;fhl;rpiaf;$l mtuhy;fpufpf;fNth my;yJ xg;gplNth 

Kbatpy;iy. 

(He imagined and visualised every character in detail when reading the book. While he was watching the 

drama, he was thinking that it was better than the movie in some aspects; for example, the scene where 

Raman meets Kuhan at the riverbank with the background of a very realistic waterfall animation. However, 

Mohamad couldn’t reproduce that scene because of his fear of water entering the auditorium, after hearing 

the auditorium is located three floors below ground level and that the city’s largest river runs above it. As a 

result, Mohamad still believes that the book is better.) 

Text 6 

Question 6a. 

An example of a correct response is: 

gazk; Gwg;gl;lNghJ- gl;lkspg;igg; ghu;f;fTk; thfpdpia 

Mr;rupagLj;jpg; guprpy; toq;fTk; Mty; mthTldpUe;j mtu;> tpkhdk; khwpNawj; jhkjkhfpanghOJ tpuf;jpAk; ftiyAKw;whu;. 

Rq;fg;gFjpapy;> kuj;jhy; nra;ag;ngw;w nghUisg; gpufldg;gLj;jhj fhuzj;jhy; ntl;fKk; ntWg;Gk; gugug;G my;yJ gjw;wKk; 

mile;jhu;. Mdhy; mDkjpf;fbjk; fpilj;jJk; mstpy;yh Mde;jKk; ngUe; jpUg;jpAk; ngw;whu;.  

(When he departed, he felt eager/fondness and [was] excited to witness the graduation ceremony and 

surprise Vahini. At the [airport], he was upset/frustrated/rushed due to flight delays. At customs he 

experienced sadness and embarrassment/nervousness/anxiety because he did not declare the wooden 

item. When he received the clearance certificate, he was extremely happy and satisfied because [he] could 

attend the graduation ceremony with the Veena.) 

Question 6b. 

Any three of: 

• thfpdpiar; re;jpj;J (meet Vahini and present the veena) 

• tPiziag; guprspj;J (attend the graduation ceremony) 

• tpohitf; fz;Lfspj;J (participate in the professional photography session 

• gpd;du; Gifg;glg;gpbg;gpYk; FLk;g tpUe;jpYk; fye;J nfhs;thu (participate in the family feast). 
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Section 2: Reading and responding 

Part A – Answer in English 

Text 7 

Question 7 

• The narrator was transformed from a poor and undereducated person to the station master of a busy 

railway station. 

• The railway station: 

− increased from two passenger trains with three carriages per week to three passenger trains and 

two freight trains per day 

− deserted railway compound transformed into a well-cultivated farmland 

− extended station master’s quarters and built accommodation for long-distance passengers to stay 

the night. Best train station in the country based on cleanliness, attractiveness and punctuality. 

• The community went from reduced employment rates and below-standard education to producing rich 

farm products and tailored clothes. Everyone in the community is now either involved in education or 

employment. 

Text 8 

Question 8 

Education in Nanthavana 

• Women are pressured to get married at the legal age of 18 and therefore cease education. 

• Women have no money to pay for education. 

• Women rely on parents’ financial support for tertiary education. 

Education in Australia 

• Women have freedom to learn and choose their education pathway in Australia. 

• Women are able to be financially independent when it comes to their education expenses. They can get 

a loan and/or part-time job to fund their tertiary education and if required undertake private tuition. 

Responses that did not score well did not include some information relevant to ‘education’ but focused only 

on the concern with early marriage. 

Part B – Answer in Tamil 

Text 9 

Question 9 

Some students produced delightful persuasive articles with appropriate structure and language features 

demonstrating excellent writing skills. They used strong persuasive words when responding to the given 

stimuli, especially the word ‘urgent’. 

A few high-scoring responses referred to Mr Krishnamoorthy’s speech and mentioned that his full speech 

was attached. 
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The following are typical of high-scoring responses. 

• cjtpNjit! cjtpNjit! cldb cjtpNjit! (Need help! Need help! Immediately need help!) 

• … cyfj; jkpo; ,isQu;fNs xd;WNrUq;fs; (… youth of the world gather together) 

• … fhj;jpUf;Fk; xt;nthU epkplKk; mopT njhlu;e;Jnfhz;bUf;Fk; (… damage will continue every minute we 

wait) 

• … ,isQu;fshfpa vq;fs;ifapy;jhd; ,Uf;fpwJ… vq;fs; nghWg;NgahFk;... ,d;Nw Kad;W (… [it’s] in our hands as 

the younger generation … [it’s] our responsibility [to] try today) 

• Iah Ngrpa tplaaq;fs; vy;yhNk vdJ ftdj;ij <u;j;Jtpl;lJ… (his speech persuaded me). 

Section 3: Writing in Tamil 
In this section, students were asked to write an original text of approximately 250 words in Tamil in response 

to one of three questions. 

Many students were able to demonstrate their knowledge of Tamil by writing well-planned and well-written 

pieces that were coherent and varied in vocabulary and sentence structure. Some students’ responses were 

accompanied by the skilful and apt use of proverbs and relevant ideas appropriate to the text type and kinds 

of writing. It was evident that these students had a sound understanding of grammar, syntax and vocabulary, 

and the ability to use their knowledge effectively. 

Some students, who seemed to be fluent in writing Tamil, were confident in using grammar and syntax but 

did not appear to understand different types of texts and their particular structures and language features. 

Question 10 

Many students who selected this question only gave information about eye problems and sedentary 

lifestyles. In this question, some students supplied one or two effects of excessive use of technology and 

then wrote a persuasive article to convince the audience not to use it excessively. 

The following are typical of high-scoring responses. 

• …fy;tp> Ntiy> nghOJNghf;F vd;W vy;yhtw;Wf;Fk; njhopy;El;gq;fisNa ek;gpapUg;gjdhy; (… because of a 

dependence on technology for all education, jobs, entertainments) 

• … Njitf;fjpfkhf cgNahfpg;gjdhy; fz;ghu;it nfl;L ,stajpNyNa fz;zhb (… as using too much 

[technology], causing eyesight problems and needing to use glasses at a young age) 

• … mtrpa jfty;fisf;$l epidtpy; itj;jpUg;gjpy;iy (… cannot remember necessary information) 

• x];Nuypahtpy; ele;j xU Ma;tpd;gb 68 rjtpjkhd khztu;fs; jhk; ,UgJ taijailAKd;dNuNa fz;zhbNghl 

Ntz;batuhfpwhu;fs;. (according to research in Australia, 68% of people need glasses before turning 20 

years of age) 

• rpwpatplaq;fSf;Ff;$l> Rarpe;jidapy;yhky; ,izaj;jsj;ij Nehf;fpr; nry;fpwhu;fs;. ([they] go to websites for 

simple things without thinking) 

• …rpwpa fzf;Fg;ghu;gjw;Fq;$lf; ifj;njhiyNgrpia cgNahfpf;fpwhu;fs; (… using mobile phones even for simple 

calculations) 

• … neUq;fpa cwtpdu;fSld; Neupy; ciuahLtJ$l ntFthff; Fiwe;Jtpl;lJ. (… [replaces] the number of 

direct conversations with close relatives) 

Question 11 

Many students who selected this question demonstrated affectionate personal attachment to their parents 

and grandparents. They made connections with their real-life situations and started with parents’ personal 

matters and reported about their grandparents. They gave different choices as their preferences and 

presented their ideas in a culturally appropriate way and asked politely to consider. 
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The following are typical of high-scoring responses. 

• …ePq;fs;jhd; ‘nfhbJ Neap KJikapy; jdpik’ vd;W gbg;gpj;jPu;fs;. mk;kk;kh mk;kg;ghtpd; jdpikiag; Nghf;Ftjw;F 

mg;gzj;ijg; gad;gLj;Jq;fs;. vq;fs; tPl;bd; fpof;Fg;gf;fj;jpy; fbdkw;w jiuNghl;L ifgpbfNshL kyry$lk;> Fspayiw 

vd;gdtw;Wld; xU miwiaf;fl;b mtu;fis mioj;J vy;NyhUk; xd;whf tho;tjw;F mg;gzj;ijg; gad;gLj;Jq;fs;. 

mtu;fsJ tho;j;J vq;fSf;Fg; ngupa MrPu;thjkhf ,Uf;Fky;yth? (… You taught me that loneliness is bad, 

especially in old age. Use that money to eliminate the loneliness of my grandparents. At the eastern 

side of our house, build a room with soft floors, toilets and bath facilities with railings. Invite them and 

make arrangements [for them] to live together with us. Their [wisdom] and blessing are very good for 

us.) 

• vdf;F xOq;F nra;jJ Nghyj; jq;iff;Fk; Mq;fpyk; fw;fj;jdpg;gl;l tFg;GfSf;F (… as you arranged private 

English classes [for me] do it [for] my sister) 

• … ePq;fs; ,UtUk; ghLgl;L; cioj;Jr;Nru;j;j gzj;ij (… the money both of you hardly earned)  

• … cq;fspUtupdJ eyj;jpw;Fk; tsj;Jf;Fk; ,iwtid Ntz;LfpNwd; (… I pray for your health and happiness)  

• … mg;gg;ghTk; mg;gk;khTk; vd;idf; fz;Zq; fUj;Jkhfg; ghu;f;fpwhu;fs; (… granddad and grandma are [looked] 

after very carefully) 

• … vd;Dld; gbj;j vdJ ez;gp eshapdpAk; mtsJ FLk;gKk; td;dpapy; gLk;ghl;il mwpe;j ehDk; ePq;fSk; vd;d 

kdj;Jld; ,g;gb xU Mlk;gukhd tpohit (… after knowing that my friend and her family are struggling to 

live in Vanni, [why] are you thinking of arranging a luxury event) 

• … jk;gpapd; kpUjq;f muq;Nfw;wk; nra;tjw;F (… use that money [for] the younger brother’s Miruthanga 

arrangetram) 

Question 12 

The students who selected this question cleverly described the minor events and evaluated the quality of the 

event as a whole. They included their own ideas and suggestions for the organisers for their future events. 

They demonstrated a good command of language appropriate to the text type. 

The following are typical of high-scoring responses. 

• vdJ %d;W ez;gu;fSld; nrd;wpUe;Njd;. xUj;jp rPdehl;bds;. kw;wts; gpuhd;;]; ehl;lts;. ,UtUNk … ([went] with 

my friends, one Chinese, one French) 

• … kjpa czT Neuj;jpy; mq;NfNa czit thq;fp cz;zyhk; vd;W te;jtu;fs; tpw;ftpUe;j czTg;nghjpfs; clNdNa 

Kbtile;Jtpl;ljhy; (… all parcels sold out immediately so people went there to have the food during 

lunch time) 

• mLj;j Kiw ey;y nkhopngau;g;ghsu;fis xoq;Fnra;J MWjyhfg;Ngritj;J … (next time, arrange better 

interpreters and speak slowly)  

• rikaw; nra;Kiwfisf; fhl;ba vy;NyhUNk … (all of them who demonstrated cooking demonstrations) 

• nfhj;J nwhl;bf;Fj;jhd; kpfg;ngupa … (cotthu rottiti is the most) 

• … mLj;jKiw jkpo;f;filf;fhuu;fs; xt;nthUtUf;Fk; xt;nthUgFjpia xJf;fpdhy; (… next time, [it would be] 

better to allocate each section to individual owners of Tamil shops).  
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