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2022 VCE Tamil written external 
assessment report 

General comments 
Overall, students’ performance in the 2022 Tamil written examination was good. Most students identified the 

keywords and phrases within the questions and the texts in Section 2 and highlighted or underlined them. 

They used the allocated space to take detailed notes of what they heard in Section 1. They then transferred 

the necessary information into their examination responses with correct starting and concluding phrases. 

However, some students, despite having noted or underlined the correct information, did not include it in their 

answers. 

Teachers and students are advised that the examination will not consist solely of questions that require 

translation or simple recall of information. While some simpler items may be found, there will also be some 

items pitched at a higher cognitive level, requiring analysis, inference, prediction, synthesis or evaluation. 

Specific information 
Note: This report provides only sample answers, or an indication of what answers may have been included. 

Unless otherwise stated, these are not intended to be exemplary or complete responses. 

Students should read the questions carefully, both word by word and as a whole. This year, the following 

basic vocabulary in both Tamil and English played a vital part in the examination: ‘rpWtu;fSf;fhd epfo;r;rpapy;’ in 

the Listening Text 2, ‘Type’ in Question 2, ‘personality’ in Question 3, ‘role’ in Question 7a. and 

‘Kjyhdtw;wpw;F’ (etcetera) in Text 8. These issues will be discussed below in each question where they 

occurred.  

The allocated marks, the answer space provided and the number of bullet points printed for each question in 

Sections 1 and 2 are good indicators of the approximate length and necessary detail required to obtain full 

marks. Students have extra space allocated in the examination booklets if they need more space. They 

should remember that writing in the note-taking space will be not assessed. When bullet points are not given, 

it is expected that students will write their answers in full sentences. The words ‘describe’, ‘explain’ and 

‘outline’ in Section 2 were good indicators that full sentences were expected.  

Students should try to explain their answers as clearly as possible and include all the necessary details; this 

is the best way to earn full marks.  

Students should identify suitable information and make inferences or read between the lines to answer 

questions. They then should convey the information and its interpretation accurately and appropriately. It was 

not expected that students should supply their own ideas and facts from their general knowledge to answer 

the questions. This means that students should find the facts, information and ideas from the texts 

themselves.  

Students should not use the same piece of information more than once to answer questions. In addition, they 

should not use the same information in a different form within the same answer.  

https://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/Footer/Pages/Copyright.aspx


2022 VCE Tamil written external assessment report 

© VCAA  Page 2 

 

Section 1 
Students should remember that they must respond to the keywords and phrases suitably, with appropriate 

starting and concluding clauses, to obtain full marks. For example, in Question 5, some students copied 

down all information verbatim or simply narrated what happened, rather than mentioning negative thoughts 

and detrimental consequences.  

Part A – Listening and responding in English 

Students listened to three texts in Tamil. They were expected to demonstrate their understanding of the 

questions and provide relevant, accurate and appropriate responses in English that demonstrated their 

understanding of the texts. 

Text 1 

Question 1a. 

Self-defence is a useful lifelong skill. 

She wanted to learn something new and she already knows how to play chess.  

She can learn self-defence without being exposed to the cold weather. She is not going to play netball 

because her school does not have an indoor netball court. 

Most responses given to this question were correct. 

Text 2 

Question 2a. 

Type of lost item Action required 

Ordinary/regular/other items which won’t be damaged  leave it 

Easily damaged items  put in a safe, easy-to-find place nearby 

Valuable items  hand it in to the police 

Some students did not respond to the keyword ‘type’ and supplied the items they heard, such as money and 

passport, rather than ‘valuable items’. Some students included ‘lottery tickets’ and ‘bankcards’. 

Question 2b. 

Doing the right things will benefit us. 

The use of the story about a child is relatable for the intended audience (children). 

Most students wrote the first idea of the answer and obtained one mark. However, they had not noted the 

phrase ‘rpWtu; epfo;r;rp’ (children’s program) when listening or did not respond to it when answering.  

Text 3 

Question 3a. 

Ratha made a big effort to help Tahlia by lending her her charger so Tahlia could do her homework. 

They were roommates at school camp.  
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They eat together at school and talk together, especially about their culture. 

Ratha wants to introduce and share a special food with Tahlia (string hoppers).  

Ratha invited Tahlia to her home for dinner and Tahlia accepted the invitation. 

Most of the students supplied most of the ideas and obtained more than three marks for this question.  

Some students gave less-specific answers to this question, for example, ‘Tahlia asked Ratha’s charger’, 

‘They are living in the same room’, ‘They are classmates’ and ‘They both play netball’.  

Some students provided the same information in different forms, such as: 

Tahlia did not hesitate to ask Ratha for her charger. 

Ratha was happy to give it to Tahlia. 

Ratha’s mother helped her by charging it before they came.  

Question 3b. 

She usually does say no (pretends/seems unfriendly) and refuses to help but actually she helps / is friendly 

with very good manners.  

She shows hospitality even when she is rushing during a busy time.  

Part B – Listening and responding in Tamil 

Students listened to three texts in Tamil. They were expected to demonstrate their understanding of the 

questions and provide relevant, accurate and appropriate answers in Tamil that demonstrated their 

understanding of the texts. 

Text 4 

Question 4a. 

An example of a correct response is: 

•  khjq;fpapd; fztUf;F kJud; guprhff;nfhLj;j me;jr; rhbr;nrbia vq;Nfthq;fpapUe;jhu; vd;gij mwptjw;fhf 

mioj;jhu;. (To ask him where he bought that money plant, which he presented to Mathangi’s husband.) 

Most students responded well to this question.  

Question 4b. 

khjq;fpapd; gpwe;jehs; tpoh mtsJ tPl;by; eilngwTs;sJ. mt;tpohtpy; kJud; gq;Fgw;wp me;jr; 

rhbr;nrbiag;guprhf;nfhLg;ghu;. kJud; tpohKbe;J tPLjpUk;Gk;NghJ khjq;fpAk; mtsJ fztDk; jk;gjpfshf> 

mtutUf;Fg;guprhff; fpilj;j rhbr;nrbfSf;Fg; gf;fj;jpy; epd;W mtiu topaDg;gp itg;ghu;fs;.  (Mathangi’s birthday 

celebration will be held at her house. Mathuran will participate and present a money plant to her. When 

Mathuran leaves, both Mathangi and her husband will say goodbye while standing next to their own money 

plants.)  

Responses that scored highly included all the important information in full sentences using suitable joining 

words and phrases. 

Some students included their own bullet points and responded in one or two words for each bullet point. 

Many students scored only two marks for this part.  
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Text 5 

Question 5 

An example of a correct response is: 

thj;Jf;fSf;F cztspg;gjhy; mtw;wf;F ehk; ed;ikjhNd nra;fpNwhk; ,tu;fs; Vd; vk;ik ed;iknra;atplhky; 

jilnra;fpwhu;fs; vd;W vjpu;kiwahf vz;zpf;nfhz;L nry;yhky;> Nfs;tpfisf; Nfl;gjd;%yk; ehk; mtw;Wf;F ed;ik vd;W 

epidj;Jf;nfhz;L cz;ikapy; jPikNa nra;fpNwhk; vd;gijAk; vt;thW ed;ik nra;ayhk; vd;gijAk; mwpa tha;g;Gf; 

fpilj;jjhy; Nfs;tpisf;Nfl;gJ ed;ik jUk;. cjhuzkhf> cUisf;fpoq;Fg;nghupay; ghz; vd;gd thj;Jf;fSf;F Vd; 

jPikahdit vd;gijAk; thj;Jf;fSf;F ed;ikahdit nehUf;fg;gl;l fr;rhd>; Kl;ilf;NfhRj;Jz;Lfs; Kjypadjhd; 

vd;gijAk; tpdhf;fisf; Nfl;ljd;%ye;jhd; mwpaKbe;jJ. (The information on the sign seems illogical because we 

may initially believe that feeding ducks is helping them. However, by asking questions we can 

realise/understand that we are sometimes wrong and are actually not doing good. Examples of negative 

consequences include: feeding pieces of bread and potato fries to ducks, which is in fact bad for them. 

Furthermore, by asking questions about why something is bad we can get a better idea about how to do 

good things, such as feeding ducks nutritious food like crushed peanuts and cabbage pieces.)  

Text 6 

Question 6a. 

An example of a correct response is: 

jkJ Neuj;ij tPzhf;fpte;j ,se;jha;khiuAk; gad;gLj;jg;glhjpUe;j rikayiwiaAk; xd;WNru;j;Jg; gyfhuQ; nra;tpj;;J ,d;W 

rfy jkpo;f;filfspYk; gpugykhf tpw;fg;gLtjw;Ff; fhuzkhf ,Ue;jhu;. mtu;fisf; Fiwe;j KjyPl;Lld; rpWnjhopy; nra;a 

ty;ytuhf khw;wptpl;lhu;. ,d;Wk; ,e;j epWtdj;jpd; jiytuhf ,Ue;J mtu;fis top elj;jptUfpd;whu;. ,d;dKk;; Gjpa Gjpa 

gyfhuq;fis mwpKfQ;nra;Jk; mtw;wpw;Fj;Njitahd nghUl;fspd; gl;baiyAk; msTfisAk; rikay; KiwfisAk; 

tpsf;fpAk; tUfpd;whu;. (She initiated new ideas and used both human and physical resources, such as young 

mothers and the kitchen. She transformed them into small business experts who could do business with 

small capital. Now, as the chairperson of the enterprise, she guides them and motivates them to run a 

successful business. She is still introducing new items, providing recipes and giving cooking 

demonstrations.)  

Question 6b. 

xt;nthUtUk; jhNk jdpj;Jk; FOthfTk; xw;Wikahf> RWRWg;Gld; gzpahw;Wfpd;whu;fs;. mj;Jld; jkf;Fj; 

njupahjtw;iwAk; Gjpa tplaq;fisAk; (njupe;jtu;fsplk;) Nfl;Lj; njupe;Jnfhs;fpd;whu;fs;. NkYk; jkf;Fj; jug;gl;l Neuj;Jf;Fs; 

fbdkhf ciof;fpd;whu;fs;.  (Everyone works actively, individually and as a collaborative team. When they either 

do not know, or wish to learn new things, they ask someone (expert). They work hard within the allocated 

time.) 
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Section 2 

Part A – Reading and responding in English 

Text 7 

Question 7a. 

Following the King’s command, Vishnu Sarma took over the responsibility for educating the children to lead 

the country.  

Vishnu Sarma created the ‘Panchthantira’ stories, which he used to successfully transform the King’s sons 

into intelligent men within only six months.  

Many responses focused on what Vishnu Sarma did rather than writing about the role he played in the lives 

of the King’s children.  

Question 7b. 

India, a country that produces and watches many movies, does not produce much children’s literature and 

movies based on Panchthantirak Kathaikal.  

In today’s world, where ‘copyright’ is much talked about and hefty penalties are paid, Panchthantirak 

Kathaikal is being used without any acknowledgment.  

Many students did not mention ‘in India’ in their answers.  

Question 8 

Task Benefits Availability of positions 

Work experience • Can earn a small amount of 

money  

• Can learn to be resilient  

• Difficult to find a position  

Volunteering • Extreme 

satisfaction/gratitude from 

others  

• Considered to be superior by 

schools and employers  

• High demand in most sectors  

Responses that did not score well included some information from students’ own ideas but were supplied in 

the wrong places. Many students did not respond to Kjyhdtw;wpw;F (etcetera) in the text and listed some 

names of places in the second column from the text, or from their own knowledge.  

Students who scored highly responded ‘Very high demand, many positions are available such as: ...’ in the 

second column of the second row.  
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Part B – Reading and responding in Tamil 

Text 9 

Question 9 

Some students produced excellent evaluative articles with appropriate structure and language features 

demonstrating strong writing skills. They considered both sides of the issue when responding to the given 

stimuli.  

The following are typical of high-scoring responses. 

• mD$yq;fisAk; gpujp$yq;fisAk;> rhjfkhdJk; ghjfkhdJkhd>>> (advantages and disadvantages … ) 

• thfdj;jupg;gplk; mUfpy; ,Ue;jhy; kf;fSf;F Neuk; kpr;rkhFk;. (If there was a carpark closer, people could save 

time.) 

• jupg;gplk; xd;W fpilf;FNkhntd;w kdtOj;jk; ,Uf;fhJ. (There are no worries about finding a spot.) 

• mjpf J}uk; elf;fj;Njitapy;iy. (No need to walk too far.) 

• ahuhtJ jpUb tpLthu;fNsh vd;w gak; ,Uf;fhJ. (No fear of someone stealing.)  

• fl;lzkpy;iynad;why; kf;fs; kfpo;r;rpailtu;. (If there are no fees, people will be happy.) 

• vj;jid jiyKiwfs; ,k;kuq;fisf;fz;ldu;? E}w;whz;Lfs; gioikahd kuq;fis mopg;gJ gpwpd;]];uTz; tuyhw;iw 

mopg;gjw;Fr;rkd;. (How many generations saw these trees? Destroying those trees is the same as 

destroying the history of Princesstown.) 

• ,q;F FbNawpa ngUk;ghd;ikahd kf;fisf; ftu;e;jJ ,e;jg;G+q;fhjhd; vd;gij kwe;JtplhjPu;fs;. (Do not forget 

that the majority of the people who migrated here were attracted by this park.) 

• tspj;juk; FiwtilAk;. (The quality of the air will decline.)  

• gy tpyq;FfSf;F tPlhfTk; Rthrpf;Fk; fhw;iwr; Rj;jQ;nra;Jk; tUfpd;wd. (Preserves the habitat of many 

animals and also purifies the air.) 

• ghlrhiyg; gps;isfSk; itj;jparhiyapypUf;Fk; rpWtu;fSk; Rthrpf;fpd;w… (The school students and the 

children in the hospital breathe this … )  

• fupakpythAit <u;j;Jf;nfhz;L capu;thAit ntsptpLfpd;w kuq;fis…(The trees absorb carbon dioxide and 

emit oxygen … ) 

• thfdj;jupg;gplj;ij mikg;gjw;Fr; nrytplNtz;ba gzj;ij tpl mjpfkhf kUj;Jt nryTf;Fj; Njitg;gLk;. (The 

cost of building the carpark will be far less than the money that must be spent on 

medical costs.) 

• kf;fspd; RfhjhuNk Kjd;ikahd tplak;. (People’s health is the priority.) 

• epyf;fPo; jupg;gplq;fis my;yJ gykhbj;jupg;gplq;fis mikAq;fs;. (Build underground or multiple-story carparks.)  

• ntl;Lk; xt;nthU kuj;Jf;Fk; gjpyhf 10 Gjpa kuq;fis eLq;fs;. (Replace a tree cut down with 10 new ones.) 

Students who scored in the mid range included too many proverbs and idioms with little or no relevance to 

their ideas or information. For example:  

• Jg;ghu;f;Fj; Jg;gha Jg;ghf;fpj; Jg;ghu;f;Fj; Jg;gha J}ck; kio. (Rain helps to produce food and it also 

becomes nourishment as drinking water.) 

• ePnuhopag; ghYz;Zk; md;dk; Nghy ePq;fs; nghUj;jkhd ,lj;jpy;… (When water is mixed with milk, 

swans drink only the milk – you must find such a place.) 

Section 3: Writing in Tamil 
In this section, students were asked to write an original text of approximately 250 words in Tamil in response 

to one of three questions. 

Many students were able to demonstrate their knowledge of Tamil by writing well-planned and well-written 

pieces that were coherent and varied in vocabulary and sentence structure. Some responses were 

accompanied by the skillful and apt use of proverbs and relevant ideas appropriate to the text types and 
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kinds of writing. It was evident that these students had a sound understanding of grammar, syntax and 

vocabulary, and the ability to use their knowledge effectively. 

Some students, who seemed to be fluent in writing Tamil, were confident in using grammar and syntax, but 

did not appear to understand different types of texts and their particular structures and language features. 

Question 10 

This was the most popular question. Many students who selected this question clearly demonstrated their 

understanding of the structure and the language features of a descriptive text.  

The following are typical of high-scoring responses. 

• …jkJ gps;isfs; ,iltplhJ gbj;jhy; kl;LNk tho;f;ifapy; Kd;Ndwyhk; vd;W gy ngw;Nwhu;fs; epidf;f rpy 

khztUq;$l mjid KOjhf Vw;W… (Many parents believe that studying without any break is 

the only way to progress in life and some students accept it and … ) 

• … mkupf;f ngd;rpy;Ntdpag; gy;fiyf;fof Ma;tpd;gb (According to the research from the University 

of Pennsylvania … ) 

• … ve;jg;gps;is tpisahLtij epWj;JfpwNjh me;jg;gps;is gbf;fTk; rpukg;glj;njhlq;Fk;… (Whichever child 

stops playing, that child will start to struggle in their studies … ) 

• …clYf;F mjpf Ntiyapy;iynad;why; mJ gOjhfptpLk;> gy Neha;fSf;F MshfNtz;Lk;… (If the body is 

not active, it will be inefficient and will succumb to disease … ) 

• tha;tpl;Lr; rpupj;jhy; Neha;tpl;Lg; NghFk;. (When we laugh louder, the illness will vanish.) 

• …Nehaw;w tho;Nt Fiwtw;w nry;tk;… (Health is wealth.) 

• …Nehnajpu;g;Gr;rf;jp mjpfupf;Fk; xt;thik FiwtilAk;… (Immunity will increase and allergic 

reactions will decrease.) 

• ,isQu; clw;gUkDk; kdTisr;rYk; njhlu;e;J mjpfupf;fpwJ (Obesity and depression are steadily 

increasing among youth.)  

Some students produced their descriptive articles with subtitles such as, gbg;gpd; Kf;fpaj;Jtk; (The importance 

of study), ‘Xa;tpd; Kf;fpaj;Jtk;’(The importance of leisure) or gbg;Gf;Fk; Xa;Tf;Fk; rkepiy mtrpak;  (The necessity 

of the right balance between study and leisure).  

Question 11 

Students who selected this question demonstrated their command of information and suitable ideas and 

opinions. They manipulated the language structure and vocabulary appropriate to this kind of personal 

writing.  

The following are typical of high-scoring responses. 

• …clk;ngy;yhk; typf;fpwJ> vOj vOj ehl;Fwpg;NgL tpau;itapy; eidfpwJ… (… whole body is in pain, 

and the journal is drenched with sweat while it is being written … ) 

• kpfg; nguparhjidahf ,Uf;Fk; mj;Jld; vdJ tho;f;ifapd; ,yl;rpaj;ij milAk; gbfspy; Kf;fpakhdJ… (It 

will be a great achievement and it will be an important step when I attain my life 

goal.) 

• … nfhl;ba tpau;it> tpl;l fz;zPu;> rpe;jpa ,uj;jk; vJTk; tPzhftpy;iy… (… my sweat, and the tears and 

blood I shed were not wasted … )  

• … mdpj;jh New;W vd;Dld; Nghl;bapl;Lj; Njhw;wik vdf;Ff; ftiyaspf;fpd;wJ Mdhy; mtis xU rpNefpjpahfg;ngw 

ehd; Gz;zpaQ;nra;jpUf;fpd;Nwd;. jhd; Njhw;Wtpl;ljhy; tPLnry;yhky; vdf;F Cf;fkspg;gjw;fhf… (I feel sad for 

Anitha who competed against me yesterday and lost. However, I am blessed to have her as my friend 

because she is staying with me (without going home) to encourage me to … )  

• … mts; $wpa thu;j;ijfSk; je;j Cf;fKk; vdJ kdjpy; xUtpjkhd tPuj;ijj; Njhw;Wtpj;Js;sJ… (… her 

statements and motivation created a kind of courage in my mind …)  
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• … ehis Nghl;b elf;Fk; Neuk; vdJ ngw;Nwhu; NfhtpypypUe;J gpuhu;j;jpf;f…(My parents will be be praying 

in the temple tomorrow at the time of the competition.) 

Question 12 

Students who selected this question cleverly created some ‘unexpected experiences’ and reflected upon 

them well. They demonstrated a good command of language appropriate to the text type. 

The following are typical of high-scoring responses. 

• Xu; mjpu;r;rp fhj;jpUe;jJ… (a surprise was waiting …)… fz;izf;fl;b mioj;Jr; nrd;whu;fs;… (… took me 

after being blindfolded …) epidj;Jg; ghu;j;jpuhj xUtpoh xoq;F nra;jpUe;jhu;fs;… (… unexpectedly they 

organised an event …) 

• …rpj;jp kUj;Jtf;fy;tpfw;fj; njupTnra;ag;ngw;wpUe;Jk; FLk;gr;#oyhy; rikaw;fl;by; fplf;fpwhthk;… (… Aunt was 

selected to do medical studies but because of family circumstances she is tied 

to the kitchen …)  

• rpwpa tajpy; ehk; Xbg;gofpa rpwpa Jtpr;rf;fu tz;bia mg;gg;gh ,d;dKk; GjpaJ Nghyj; Jilj;J itj;jpUf;fpd;whu;> 

glq;fs;; ,izj;Js;Nsd;…(Photos are attached of the small bicycle, upon which we used to learn to cycle, 

which Grandpa still keeps as clean as new ...) 

• …ghl;bf;F Ntiy ‘jpd;’> ‘jpd;’ vd;W rhg;ghLjUtJk; vd;Dld; fijf;fpd;wJk;jhd; … (Grandma’s tasks are 

feeding me by asking me to ‘eat’ and talking to me …) 

• … vy;NyhUNk eP tutpy;iynad;W ngupJk; ftiyg;gLfpd;whu;fs;… (All of them are missing you very much …) 

• …vdJ tho;ehspy; kwf;f KbahJ… (… can’t be forgotten for the rest of my life …) 

• …mtu;fs; vd;idj; jq;fsJ gps;isNghy elj;jptUtJ vd;idf; fz;fyq;fitj;Jf; nfhz;NlapUe;jJ… (The way 

they are treating me as if I am their own child continuously fills my eyes with 

tears … ) 

The following words, phrases and sentences were some examples of incorrect use in this year’s 

examination. The corrections are given.  

Incorrect  Correct  

Bp B   - 

tpilak; tplak; (matter) 

Filikahf fLikahf (strongly)  

rkay; rikay; (cooking) 

Gpiy pgpio (mistake) 

kuq;fis mspg;gJ kuq;fis mopg;gJ (destroying trees) 

Ntg;gfhyj;jpy; ntg;gfhyj;jpy; (in the hot season) 

Gjpa ez;gu;fs; fpilf;Fk; Gjpa ez;gu;fs; fpilg;ghu;fs;. (will get new friends] 

rpwe;j kjpg;ngz;fs; fpilg;Ngd; rpwe;j kjpg;ngz;fs; ngWNtd;. [(I will) get good 

marks] 

tpQ;Qhd Muha;r;rpfs; $Wfpd;wJ tpQ;Qhd Muha;r;rpfs; $Wfpd;wd. (scientific 

researchers say) 
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