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General comments

Overall, students’ performance in the 2022 Tamil written examination was good. Most students identified the
keywords and phrases within the questions and the texts in Section 2 and highlighted or underlined them.
They used the allocated space to take detailed notes of what they heard in Section 1. They then transferred
the necessary information into their examination responses with correct starting and concluding phrases.
However, some students, despite having noted or underlined the correct information, did not include it in their
answers.

Teachers and students are advised that the examination will not consist solely of questions that require
translation or simple recall of information. While some simpler items may be found, there will also be some
items pitched at a higher cognitive level, requiring analysis, inference, prediction, synthesis or evaluation.

Specific information

Note: This report provides only sample answers, or an indication of what answers may have been included.
Unless otherwise stated, these are not intended to be exemplary or complete responses.

Students should read the questions carefully, both word by word and as a whole. This year, the following
basic vocabulary in both Tamil and English played a vital part in the examination: ‘agarsepésra Bapsauia’ in
the Listening Text 2, ‘Type’ in Question 2, ‘personality’ in Question 3, ‘role’ in Question 7a. and
‘weoraraupdine’ (etcetera) in Text 8. These issues will be discussed below in each question where they
occurred.

The allocated marks, the answer space provided and the number of bullet points printed for each question in
Sections 1 and 2 are good indicators of the approximate length and necessary detail required to obtain full
marks. Students have extra space allocated in the examination booklets if they need more space. They
should remember that writing in the note-taking space will be not assessed. When bullet points are not given,
it is expected that students will write their answers in full sentences. The words ‘describe’, ‘explain’ and
‘outline’ in Section 2 were good indicators that full sentences were expected.

Students should try to explain their answers as clearly as possible and include all the necessary details; this
is the best way to earn full marks.

Students should identify suitable information and make inferences or read between the lines to answer
questions. They then should convey the information and its interpretation accurately and appropriately. It was
not expected that students should supply their own ideas and facts from their general knowledge to answer
the questions. This means that students should find the facts, information and ideas from the texts
themselves.

Students should not use the same piece of information more than once to answer questions. In addition, they
should not use the same information in a different form within the same answer.
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Section 1

Students should remember that they must respond to the keywords and phrases suitably, with appropriate
starting and concluding clauses, to obtain full marks. For example, in Question 5, some students copied
down all information verbatim or simply narrated what happened, rather than mentioning negative thoughts
and detrimental consequences.

Part A — Listening and responding in English

Students listened to three texts in Tamil. They were expected to demonstrate their understanding of the
questions and provide relevant, accurate and appropriate responses in English that demonstrated their
understanding of the texts.

Text 1

Question 1a.
Self-defence is a useful lifelong skill.
She wanted to learn something new and she already knows how to play chess.

She can learn self-defence without being exposed to the cold weather. She is not going to play netball
because her school does not have an indoor netball court.

Most responses given to this question were correct.

Text 2

Question 2a.

Type of lost item Action required

Ordinary/regular/other items which won’t be damaged | leave it

Easily damaged items put in a safe, easy-to-find place nearby

Valuable items hand it in to the police

Some students did not respond to the keyword ‘type’ and supplied the items they heard, such as money and
passport, rather than ‘valuable items’. Some students included ‘lottery tickets’ and ‘bankcards’.

Question 2b.

Doing the right things will benefit us.

The use of the story about a child is relatable for the intended audience (children).

Most students wrote the first idea of the answer and obtained one mark. However, they had not noted the
phrase ‘@ g lspsa’ (children’s program) when listening or did not respond to it when answering.

Text 3

Question 3a.
Ratha made a big effort to help Tahlia by lending her her charger so Tahlia could do her homework.

They were roommates at school camp.
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They eat together at school and talk together, especially about their culture.

Ratha wants to introduce and share a special food with Tahlia (string hoppers).

Ratha invited Tahlia to her home for dinner and Tahlia accepted the invitation.

Most of the students supplied most of the ideas and obtained more than three marks for this question.

Some students gave less-specific answers to this question, for example, ‘Tahlia asked Ratha’s charger’,
‘They are living in the same roon’, ‘They are classmates’ and ‘They both play netball’.

Some students provided the same information in different forms, such as:
Tahlia did not hesitate to ask Ratha for her charger.
Ratha was happy to give it to Tahlia.

Ratha’s mother helped her by charging it before they came.

Question 3b.

She usually does say no (pretends/seems unfriendly) and refuses to help but actually she helps / is friendly
with very good manners.

She shows hospitality even when she is rushing during a busy time.

Part B — Listening and responding in Tamil

Students listened to three texts in Tamil. They were expected to demonstrate their understanding of the
questions and provide relevant, accurate and appropriate answers in Tamil that demonstrated their
understanding of the texts.

Text 4

Question 4a.
An example of a correct response is:

o wrsas e semeu(hé@ WLETE uferss0sT@ss Jbss FrgFdsgenw TEbsMMTESNHESTT aLms ABeuspss
sismwssrs. (TO ask him where he bought that money plant, which he presented to Mathangi’s husband.)

Most students responded well to this question.

Question 4b.

wrghslfer NpEserer efpr Deustgl 6l 1q6 Bewl Qupeysengl. Jsuafpreallsd LEHITST URGUDD DbsE

&g Qg pwiiufensQar@uuny. LEITST NPT ba oIS ([HOLYDEUTS LISHSIYD Dleueng SewTeugib SOUS SEMTS,
Sloureuhs@Luflenss Senlbs F1qFQsqsEnéGl UssSSl0 Blan Dleusoy suflweit eneuliunisst, (Mathangi’s birthday
celebration will be held at her house. Mathuran will participate and present a money plant to her. When
Mathuran leaves, both Mathangi and her husband will say goodbye while standing next to their own money
plants.)

Responses that scored highly included all the important information in full sentences using suitable joining
words and phrases.

Some students included their own bullet points and responded in one or two words for each bullet point.
Many students scored only two marks for this part.
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Text 5

Question 5
An example of a correct response is:

TS SHIGEEHEE o swreusNiugned Sleubpé@ BID BETmLSTCo QFlL#ECprd GeuTsst & 6Tbeny HaTemLOF e T

s Qeld)pTiser Ty eTHIwenpUTs eTestienllE0smemih OFesrom, Castafsamend Cslugaiepod BHID SleuDnié@ BETEOLD 676 m
BlenardHi60an1e0H o ewienouley SamwCu Qel@Corb sTaLensuld sTelsurm BaTen Qelweord sTaLemSYUD APl surdiiiyd
HevL_sssmer CastallenanéCs ug RO S(HD, 2 FTIEIONG, o (hHenaTdhas PhEGIAUTAW LT aLa T gIEsEsd@ g
Seoownareney THLENSUD UTEHIGSEHE@ BaeOLWTEENa QBNHESIULL &FFTa, (PLOL ECHTEEDITTOS (S0l ST
s@usmsD efleésees s L sarepapsrar puniss. (The information on the sign seems illogical because we
may initially believe that feeding ducks is helping them. However, by asking questions we can
realise/understand that we are sometimes wrong and are actually not doing good. Examples of negative
consequences include: feeding pieces of bread and potato fries to ducks, which is in fact bad for them.
Furthermore, by asking questions about why something is bad we can get a better idea about how to do
good things, such as feeding ducks nutritious food like crushed peanuts and cabbage pieces.)

Text 6

Question 6a.
An example of a correct response is:

swg Cprsens efeormésloups QeTpsTiLTEIUL LWSTUGSSIUL TE(HES FmwwmmpawuLD e&Tnlsisgl unstreg Celallss @6 o)
g5 sUODssmLsalaid Nyueons elpsliu@eush@Gs srreoors QHBSTT. laulsamas @Gonbs (Peol O én0snfsd Gedw
susbeosugna wiplef’ L. Qaroid Qs Boouassls smeoarms Qs Slaufsoma ol pLbflamalapry. b yfu yduw
LeETIRSeT M (LPSEeEQsligId SleupPlh@Eesemeuwner QurhHL el UL IGWeNsLWD 6T6YSENETUD FEDLOWED (LPEDMHE eD6TLD
afensslud sumasprr. (She initiated new ideas and used both human and physical resources, such as young
mothers and the kitchen. She transformed them into small business experts who could do business with
small capital. Now, as the chairperson of the enterprise, she guides them and motivates them to run a
successful business. She is still introducing new items, providing recipes and giving cooking
demonstrations.)

Question 6b.

@eileunhouhd sMéL soNELID GQOUTEAID QDLILWTS, &nisQIHL & U WIHISSTOTTSE. NS 6 5086 SHE

Qsflurseupsmopyd Lw eflwhssmayd (QsfEsaiseid) Csl (s OsNigGsnaslapriss. Coaib swWEGS sriulL CErEgis@sn
sqanons o mpssaprisa.  (Everyone works actively, individually and as a collaborative team. When they either
do not know, or wish to learn new things, they ask someone (expert). They work hard within the allocated
time.)
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Section 2

Part A — Reading and responding in English

Text 7

Question 7a.

Following the King’s command, Vishnu Sarma took over the responsibility for educating the children to lead
the country.

Vishnu Sarma created the ‘Panchthantira’ stories, which he used to successfully transform the King’s sons
into intelligent men within only six months.

Many responses focused on what Vishnu Sarma did rather than writing about the role he played in the lives
of the King’s children.
Question 7b.

India, a country that produces and watches many movies, does not produce much children’s literature and
movies based on Panchthantirak Kathaikal.

In today’s world, where ‘copyright’ is much talked about and hefty penalties are paid, Panchthantirak
Kathaikal is being used without any acknowledgment.

Many students did not mention ‘in India’ in their answers.

Question 8

Task Benefits Availability of positions

Work experience e  Canearnasmallamountof | e  Difficult to find a position
money

e  Can learn to be resilient

Volunteering e  Extreme e  High demand in most sectors
satisfaction/gratitude from
others

e Considered to be superior by
schools and employers

Responses that did not score well included some information from students’ own ideas but were supplied in
the wrong places. Many students did not respond to wseraaupsipe (etcetera) in the text and listed some
names of places in the second column from the text, or from their own knowledge.

Students who scored highly responded ‘Very high demand, many positions are available such as: ...’ in the
second column of the second row.
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Part B — Reading and responding in Tamil

Text 9

Question 9

Some students produced excellent evaluative articles with appropriate structure and language features
demonstrating strong writing skills. They considered both sides of the issue when responding to the given
stimuli.

The following are typical of high-scoring responses.

L] SND)Fn ESEDTULD LT Fn UEIG EDETULD, FTHHLOTEOTGHID LT SELOT 65T HILOTET oy (advantages and disadvantages )

o armsapsNiLb SImAD QmEsTo wismEe Crnd WEsons. (If there was a carpark closer, people could save
time.)

o HANNLD g HeLéeturtasp wauwssd Qmssrg. (There are no worries about finding a spot.)

o fls gd pLssismauiime. (NO need to walk too far.)

L] wrgreugl Hply efl@eurisbent et LWD Q(HESTSI. (NO fear of someone stealing.)

o &L L eorifleosmeQueipred Wwéser WwElpFAwenLsul. (p& ounper wer QP sppe®) WBPHLE peoLL g5 muflle)

L] TEBOR HOVLPEODEST GLILOTHE OGS T QT ! FOOTETHSE LenpepLowner IS snst ANILG NHTevedTe s aurenhen
siiuspessos. (How many generations saw these trees? Destroying those trees is the same as
destroying the history of Princesstown.)

° QG GYbuPlu QuEnbUTESTE®LWLTS WSS GaThss QEIYRGTEIE aaums wpbalalrdisen. (@ Qe ®psupe
suTWeY 6UTE DIWSPFEeU P& Ul VBB DL SENUFWEUEST THEH DESH WEUEUFWE 6UFET LG.60 6UTensT NIELD.)

° ousldsID @peuenL Wb, (BYTF WIWL D P& Ul Wens DmedLL erpe_ L e0b.)

* Lo luEESEmESE oiLrsab sarda@h srhops sssc0sugin sumaaps. (Preserves the habitat of many
animals and also purifies the air.)

o urLgneneoll LeTenetaenhd enousgluanenaulel(hE@Hn & nialsehd saurdssam... (s ere_mppL steurerpeust wher surs
o meoLaeEd @ eunp mefeneuwL g SFEWeTE suTeneT ... )

* sfulevanume FIssIs0sTatH o uiaumysme QeusNel@ésn widsser...(The trees absorb carbon dioxide and
emit oxygen ... )

. aunsassflifseng Jeowlush@HF Qeoeaill CGouemtngw usens el Sifswrs WHsH OswabE@®Hs Csemeuliu@b. (syrp
o lpemen P& gJenLen@u sutp o wHwFL pedLL 19F SWE Lperer euntw@ eurp pOmev sumweu igeteu 4F eNBOeu L@
SIBRTENS_ WL ©_LPET6UT.)

o ssaar sanamrbn wastewwwrer oL wid. (People’s health is the priority.)

o Pesdp sNINLEsmer Sidsgl usuomg sl kseer Ssvowmser. (Build underground or multiple-story carparks.)

*  Qal@w gaGarm wrsssEh udors 10 LHw wrases serss. (Replace a tree cut down with 10 new ones.)

Students who scored in the mid range included too many proverbs and idioms with little or no relevance to
their ideas or information. For example:

o SLUTTE@S Siutw SIurs&ls SluTiéGs Slutu e b weow. (Ewe@ TELlem sup Iswarre F sPwer woler ey wLsmp
4 Be_PEeT QrsametTIEOey wer arsem0wemnOu pweups.)
. BArmAlwi unguetigyd ASTerd Gure Fhsdr QuThsswrer QL EH0... (QTFQ PUAIEE i JIOQEST PepeuT HenL o)

erpw@er erEem@n PO eulp SiewLLb — Py igeTey SewQer etre_m w I_we [5.)

Section 3: Writing in Tamil
In this section, students were asked to write an original text of approximately 250 words in Tamil in response

to one of three questions.

Many students were able to demonstrate their knowledge of Tamil by writing well-planned and well-written
pieces that were coherent and varied in vocabulary and sentence structure. Some responses were
accompanied by the skillful and apt use of proverbs and relevant ideas appropriate to the text types and
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kinds of writing. It was evident that these students had a sound understanding of grammar, syntax and
vocabulary, and the ability to use their knowledge effectively.

Some students, who seemed to be fluent in writing Tamil, were confident in using grammar and syntax, but
did not appear to understand different types of texts and their particular structures and language features.

Question 10

This was the most popular question. Many students who selected this question clearly demonstrated their
understanding of the structure and the language features of a descriptive text.

The following are typical of high-scoring responses.

° ...50G Ueeneanaet Qemeaflng UG dsTed WLIHGL eurhsemsules (WParGarmerd erarm uw QupCpriser Blenards e
TG OU(HEE L ASEDST (PIRETE HDI... (SAwGeo MEFEOeusT 14 FL OB ouTWe eTouTaTLENOL DepsuTpTer Wl 1§ FEWD eoeT
s YA pwes eup Vepuspeter @ Lensp woer enpSiE ereurearpOeust we o Blou soeu wler ... )

° .. SfléEs QuaTAOBauslul ubsmMEsPs JADelgTuy (Yo o PETEOU oup ouME FETELEFL T &FDI ouTE (HOeTEEaTEDoUa
& BAGeToosTw@edw ... )

. ... eBsifdiener aflenstur@eouens Bl MsHSD6sT Sipsiifleenst LG ssab AroiuL QST RGD ... (QUTee THEeTHEE o Tl 6
ersuyflen 1 weven@UE) eumwey o MENL 6T MENLL 6TEULE U eT6UETULL B 600 6UTHEENE eTEUTRTENEST ... )

. e LEE Fs CousmouNeme0usord g usTEall@b, s CETlsEnsEE AMECaaTIHD. .. (s 6ulE g et aer
Queu we cuemeTE®) emeu oL 14F OESSme mEGe WaT DewLL eTre o [y 6uyp GTEDETBLUSTE ... )

. aurdellC®F ANdsred Crrial @l Cur@wb. (TEQ pE Lwiur Lpreped) suth oL L Opeter memLL. stw@ement.)

. ...Crrupp aunpBeau Geopeupp Qesveud... (Health is wealth.)

° .. .CErQuATiFssd) HsNESD el GempousnLwib. .. (BIATCmoun pedL L 0o spuers wer WL Feuse_
FHWe_ouemP0sT DEDL L &I FHWT.)

. @lewenepy o L puhHLOgILD WweTeeetFEmDd OsTThg HsNssng (U BeTeneen WOET &TBFEMTEDPE WEE 6TeUBLTENL 6

Qe spwsten@u wSIPQU  sopyeur.)

Some students produced their descriptive articles with subtitles such as, uqina wsswssisus (The importance
of study), ‘guens wsawsgioun’(The importance of leisure) or ugisen guasen swpon adws (The necessity
of the right balance between study and leisure).

Question 11

Students who selected this question demonstrated their command of information and suitable ideas and
opinions. They manipulated the language structure and vocabulary appropriate to this kind of personal
writing.

The following are typical of high-scoring responses.

. .2 L bQusbLTD euellEE DG, T8 6T(Rs BILGSMIUCUE alwiameuufley Feoa@Elngl... (... PIPLE Qe et e Twent )
wler eurp sWrsCwL ener eTEEOe_MHEST DevEUT ETOBEWEL PIEHLF 606U 66T 1§ FEOU peaeueuE ... )

. Wsl Quilusngenmurs QHEGL ASSIL & oG aunpsomsulsr QoL dusms SenLub ugssie Wosluwreagl... (geou
DENLL 14 W UFBWel we TenhebIF0ey wher emeu mewl L 4F w@ enNpsouwbeu eteupl OIEQ & wousuwem@ e L ensH
upwL.)

° o Qarligw eflwiene, el L sewenty, Asdlu Brssd sgeud slsomsafdme... (... My sweat, and the tears and
blood | shed were not wasted ... )

. . SielEsr CEpy @@L CUTl U Bs Camhme TaTEGE SeusmousNESISTDG AaTH Slouemet @ HCEHFwrsLGEUD
BIeT  Ljswsreooilwieh Q&g (hé s aéper. grar Campmial L gred e5HOFOMMDD 6TaTé@ 20 &sLeNILSDENE . . . (| feel sad for
Anitha who competed against me yesterday and lost. However, | am blessed to have her as my friend
because she is staying with me (without going home) to encourage me to ... )

L] e SloudT G pPlu UTTEENEEEHD SH6 2ES(PD TaTg Ladld gmallsore eirienss Csmbmiesgiseng ... ( her
statements and motivation created a kind of courage in my mind ...)
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. ... prewer Gumly BLEGL GEobd ererg Qupbpry Csmeflele(hig NTTTEEEs .. (e Wepdeosm peoL L 4F 45 1w U
@ utp upSILB CUPSIPEFSFLHD Weu 6uTH 6UDIIE W& oulp & PNBeusnsuenp@l)

Question 12

Students who selected this question cleverly created some ‘unexpected experiences’ and reflected upon
them well. They demonstrated a good command of language appropriate to the text type.

The following are typical of high-scoring responses.

o o SATEN srEAmBsS... (A SUrprise was waiting ...)... setieosmésly SeowpssiE Qssprisd... (... took me
after being blindfolded ...) pwarsgin unisms emelpr quie Gsudimbsmise;... (... unexpectedly they
organised an event ...)

. ... 8158 DHESIubsOaNEDES sNeyQFLulCUOB(HESID GELUEFGPETD FamLLDHSEL g0 S dalpreund... (... yrQeu puwer
GBS 6UBET 6UD &) BTGNS WL ETEUTETENHEST LJ6u G Fe_WISTH P& SWIHEDL60 o enFe JeTeuwOle [em 6TTE 696l 6uenBesT
oup eunp Leneue mE@ ...)

(] APl euwgled BID @ lupHu HAflu GeNFessT suswigeow Snulunr Qe yHug Curend SiewL_ 58 s (hHeEs&TnTT,
uLkisst GenssgusiCerar;...(Photos are attached of the small bicycle, upon which we used to learn to cycle,
which Grandpa still keeps as clean as new ...)

(] LUt g 66 Couemey ‘glet’, ‘@’ eTem ETiUTESHOUGID THTDIL 6T &ESES S GIDSTET ... (Grandma’s tasks are
feeding me by asking me to ‘eat’ and talking to me ...)

o ... Bermle £ eureldemeQuern Quigid saumelu@dspriss... (All of them are missing you very much ...)

L ETETGl auUMPETENd LPES PTG ... (... e w@'s 4F SPFUPSIIEA &SPs CuTE SEETOL P& SV LeDSE ...)

° .. OlauseT e shsG Neeneuren B SHleuhougl TEEmaE &atiELREmuESE QsnetCLu(HhEsS ... (TE pwe

6UTHEY WEF euFBLEUEnOL i WeT &6 & WS eumpens Pn@ o menLar 2 peeuen@upreris SepLL 6T 6o [HEVEST DED6UT

oupwWaeT ... )

The following words, phrases and sentences were some examples of incorrect use in this year’s
examination. The corrections are given.

Incorrect Correct

L le -

aflenL_wib afl_wn (matter)

&L DLW S &[HeOLWTS (strongly)

FLOWe sepower (COOKING)

femev Wemyp (Mistake)

Lrhsme Siefiug wrasoa fiug (destroying trees)

GeuliusTeEH6 Qautiustegglso (in the hot season)

LA BetTLTGET EenLE@Lb uglw pewusst e turisst. (Will get new friends]

Apps LHLQUeTTB HenLLGUST Aops wHlQuesisar AugGsuar. [(1 will) get good
marks]

oG Epner ATTLEFESET & IS TSI NG ETaT ATTLUFLIGET & NISSTDET. (scientific
researchers say)
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