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2010 LOTE: Tamil GA 3: Examination

Written component

GENERAL COMMENTS

Overall, students’ performance on the 2010 examination was very successful. Students who read the questions carefully
and underlined or highlighted key words or information maximised their opportunities for success.

The amount of space and the number of lines given for a response should be used as a guideline for the length of the
required answer. However, students should not feel obliged to fill all the available space. Some students unnecessarily
copied in parts of the questions to fill the answer space and then had to squeeze the main points or key words into the
lower corner of the paper.

Students are reminded that the same piece of information will not be called for in two questions. Care should be taken
to answer each question precisely. Students are reminded that notes written in the note-taking column of the
examination paper are not assessed.

Teachers and students are advised that the examination will not consist solely of questions that require the simple recall
of information or translation. While some simpler items may be found, there will also be some items pitched at a higher
cognitive level, requiring analysis, synthesis or evaluation. Some students failed to quote examples from the text and
others referred to, but lacked a clear understanding of, simple vocabulary. This prevented them from being awarded full
marks. Furthermore, students were not given full marks if they simply reproduced sentences from the reading or
listening texts. Answers must demonstrate that students have manipulated language creatively and effectively to
produce an original response. Some students gave a full translation of the text without responding to the question.

SPECIFIC INFORMATION

Section 1 — Listening and responding
Part A — Answer in English

Students were presented with four oral texts in Tamil. Almost all students listened very well and jotted down all
information. Some students incorrectly assumed that they simply had to understand spoken Tamil, rather than be able to
interpret or consider specific information about the purpose and audience of the texts. Some failed to understand
specific aspects of texts; they just gave a word-for-word translation of the text without analysing the questions properly
and responding with the correct amount of detail.

Text 1
Question 1la.
The son wants his father to walk:
e to lose weight
e toimprove knee pain (as the doctor advised).

Most students answered this question correctly.

1b.
The man’s emotions, in the correct order, are disappointment, happiness, confusion (option B).

Most students were awarded full marks for this question.

2a.
Mary visits Nathan to ask:
¢ Nathan’s older children to practise for the dance performance
e Nathan’s younger son to act as groom in the City council’s multicultural event.
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Many students answered this question correctly.

2b.
Any three of;
e welcoming/offering a seat
o offering coffee
o wishes her well in her activities/acknowledges her services
o enthusiastically agreeing to his children taking part and practising for the performance.

Students are reminded that they are not required to translate the texts, but to answer the questions asked about the
meaning of the texts.

Text3
Question 3
Most students answered this question correctly.

3a.
The conversation is taking place at the end of a driving lesson (option D).

3b.
Any four of:
e learning well, even in the dark
asking for feedback/wanting to drive
working very well at her part-time job and she was offered a full day’s work
she has completed her assignments on time and is studying hard
organising her time/time management/organises the next lesson.

Many students responded very well to this question and organised their answers skilfully. However, some students
misunderstood the texts and gave inappropriate answers.

Text4
Question 4
The woman said that the man was clever because he combined all his requests in one wish.
Problem Request Solution
Blind To look at Vision
Poor Multi-storey house Rich
Gold platter
Single Grandchildren Married and children
Man (average-aged) Grandchildren Long life

A few students organised their answers skilfully. However, some students misunderstood the texts and gave
inappropriate answers.

Section 1 — Listening and responding
Part B — Answer in Tamil
Criteria
e understand general and specific aspects of texts by identifying and analysing information

e convey the information accurately and appropriately

Text5
Students were presented with two oral texts in Tamil.
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Question 5
5a.
® ey QuigeHy wWreILd
®* QBLiged aursaid @UGHoug Frowrs QHESsTaD
® safl @bHoubs aursed @liqusrd Qe uled @libou@ssCouetiy @)(HESSTOID

® souMTEDe FIL& @bslemnssE JoPsslhhsamwurd UL B L0upp CErégis@l upluL WU HESSTAID DieuTsersd
o AWlEIs&I&E@ JleoLw (Pigweaifleveneo.

5b.
Any two of:
. (Souiseiar gL msemar IPbE oausss Osres() Sleufssr o flu CEI&SHIEE MITEOLEMWUTL NESDDYL T, Aeulser
TGS BDSIDTTSEET 6T MID &1 STOSD eTaT M eNFTHSHID
o Bsdemrulla alfsE(HEs Sleuset ereusustey CpIb Npammaid Souiselar cureyssnss &TES(HESID
® TSNS HOUTLONS UTEEILD QLG u(HLbUG BsL" @b
L] DIUTHEHSHTO 2 _60T6y LTRSS SWINsH ousHs0anes® suflulled o sworey uTaTsSs0s6a ) STLFES CeussirLmibd
s Gl Sus sorgl af(hislareny o usflEg wHiusNsS&Tori,
Text 6
Question 6
6a.

" UrLememey Gousmen Sigiueusensl Yisd Qi ACsGeousner sLpTsEnL T sMle Cud JouTselar wargld HUusuDeOD JPES .
Slsujsener WSPaliuCs eulbefla SL OLS6TEGW

6b.
Any three of (in a connected response):
® FUAPTEET eTLGT(HLD WIS6D 2 L L6UeSlenD (GDBESOUTSET 6TRTUSTID
® saremarail, sl e AwTsEeT eTauhHD DEE Uuewll yflwrenowrgid
® sUlTEMD UNMHES AhED aflehsrg saugtaid QumAGuWIiy oL eul LWETUEESE CsLlLTeIb &L leulser
UAESI0sTeToug Seaplons &)(HUIUsTb

® FUSPTEET (LPEDOWNE 2_6TTTEmIoUE06mn6 TRILSTOILD eUSSIWT SHoueney ool HGieTentiy

Section 2 — Reading and responding

Part A
Text 7

Question 7

Ta.

Sitparan showed his appreciation as the Australian delegate by:
e writing a letter of appreciation

e sending photos
e ordering DVDs
e providing detailed descriptions of the function
e posting the (‘Malar’) copies of the souvenir to the secretary.
7b.
Country Role
USA e organising: venue, decoration, accommodation, transport

e staging: variety of activities to cater for different age groups and differing Tamil knowledge
e producing: DVDs, magazines and photos
o listening and watching as audience

Other countries

contributing articles to the magazine and participating in allocated events
listening and watching as audience
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7c.
The festival supports the Tamil language by:

e giving to the Tamil Diaspora an opportunity to meet and mingle
e encouraging everyone to participate in activities appropriate to their age and level of knowledge of Tamil
e hearing presentations from scholars who are not of Tamil background from Western countries
e using the contribution of scholars from Tamil Nadu
e publishing and distributing a (‘Malar’) souvenir.

Text 8

Question 8

8a.

You would be most likely to read this text in a school newsletter (option B).

8b.

Any six of:

o through the importance it is given in the media
secondary students’ help

accepts all activities and asks for a balance

asks for any complaints about homework (feedback)
guotes a Korean example

quotes NASPE

other research findings.

8c.
Any three of:
o use of conditional clauses (if clauses); for example, “if it helps...”, “if the child is experiencing difficulty’
use of ‘dangerous effect’
use of ‘it is important’
use of dramatic final sentence of the text “your children’s future in your hands’.

Some students gave statements about language usage without providing examples from the text.

Section 2 — Reading and responding
Part B — Answer in Tamil

Text9

Question 9

Students were required to write a 150-200 word persuasive message to be published on the front page of a website by
responding to the given text to promote an industry. Some students understood both general and specific aspects of the
given text by identifying and analysing information. These students conveyed the information accurately and
appropriately with relevant use of persuasive techniques.

Some good responses included words and phrases such as:
*  Qewssnsd Qsnfiberee BLsSaumd alussd albfmssamas CslCr urisbst APBSHUTTSET. ..
. letrebfl& o _cuems AeTHOUES ST (PG EDI - - -
. GPREGSD LellgHEGD alLhEGSEEGSLD FHOLULSGD (PSS ...
®  LewCeI( LesewIE &S ...
® mrd yflhs UTEuESIESETS BLOG Udenensst SIOTUBGH UNESEE &l THoe6ur ...
® DSOS E)eD6VESIFLD

*  Qiduralled QaTm SFlsbd Myucdwore Qurhe §)enovssaaD. ..

A few students memorised responses from the previous year’s examination. These responses were irrelevant to the
response required.
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Section 3 — Writing in Tamil

Some students were able to demonstrate their knowledge of Tamil by writing a piece that was cohesive and varied in
vocabulary and sentence structure. These students responded to the topic logically and coherently, and provided well-
planned and well-written pieces that were a delight to read. Their pieces were accompanied by the skilful and apt use of
proverbs, allusions and relevant ideas, and it was evident that these students had a sound understanding of grammar,
syntax and vocabulary and the ability to use their knowledge effectively.

However, some students appeared to be unaware of the main characteristics of common text types (VCE Tamil Study
Design, page 52).

Question 10
Students were required to write a diary entry.

Some phrases from the more successful responses included:

® L5558 ofL(Hé GLINTES sTElugle sTaa saum arm Qsfluealeame. ..

® ganbwnr Caruwrs QmesHSisdr erary CslCLaf, prar g enamosd @@HESCnar ea@rm Caer eraTpY.

® Gouemeowned supd ewueHW TSN B, SIDUSSGOWU THEH DGEESASTLES. ..

® LHEDOEENEESN Q) (HES eTenem GeeTiuns cubGI0ET ey (HULTET 6TaTQ o Uoeuniogd &TES(HEGSL sTeows &ewafliamndu
T M.

® TS GEUGHIENTES GTeLsONs 2 PSS shensemw el QoubCssT aain Soueme,

® prewetw QumpG OuTETaTTs WeHLD T&TH Umaulis Blaows sHaruile...

® ETEUIES@ (PEHBWDTE CHemeu T, UTED, SHene, el JMTSHID SLBESLISD Dleuslld QHbST ... Ahermed @&
&0rélar wargled QHEGHD Jrssemer Erar APIG HPisnas stewECpear.

® ybugle Bl emL_wrssOsrLm&lu F8léam L s8laT afepstunl B&ss L lugurs PILOESEONE LIk euhHEIDS!.

® SILuT JAPsME QHOLTGID sresafsene. G&Tmi. ..

® sudpd Uy sESHD Uy erarTs. 129D uGifled (@uburg) Qbglurelld shdsbd ugssi CurElCpsr eraCper. Gebene
LT&ELS eun eT®ipnisst efl el el @...

® 9-9-2010 ya anpdms... pevLIsCam@ sE&)... CoumndGs Qeaig ... pamial CurisQsnemig héspg ... 28-9-2010 gGur
sL6yGer! @UCUTE o_eor(h&ECpar == ewied Qeligpriser. 19-10-2010 ofew el @ QeusNCu subsg Wsayd siy. Guess
@@55] SEWNS eUTPEUGI 6THTUSI ...

Some answers to this question read more like essays as students neglected to write from a personal perspective.

uestion 11
'I(?his was the least popular choice, but students who chose this question responded very well. The following are phrases
from high-scoring responses:
® Qpslurels efleurssslod eflaunsrsdlad sollsgisunrar o flewullomrosd sallé@n Qussisst,. ki@ sbeurpene 16D
BliesoruNs g ...
® 16 auwemss srewigw Revenesiy sTOTSCo saflluns sumy...
® 755 Goumeenws Gelisrad AsHE @ LAUT®S o 6wiH.
® o155 Couemeenwuld GCaseuerlons eTessramId WETUUTEG GEE GeTssTe. ..
® ok Cured i @hE uswreaTauTsst Qurhdswrer GL 80 soaflow Baosslal @, st Gsmfd eaiond Gsig
uesisensE Cesfssmid swg Qembss Qemalled o wissalemw....

Question 12

This was the most popular question in this section and most students handled it competently. Students gave their
opinion, ideas and a summary of their line of argument, using accurate, appropriate and wide-ranging language.
Students could discuss both the advantages and disadvantages of coeducational classes.

The following are phrases from high-scoring responses:

* prar Guplsres Jpdefer Uy ...

* g&1 BEEE ...eTep eflomeus@ 95 eissdery ...

* sh@b OCurg seNsselutss sppred Geusemen Qelyd Gurg...

® wnewTeu] &lev TFTULTEONT STIEILONG LT ASTFNSGHLD oo _OmFsFQIsGHD aisEd @l o 6menTs) o 6Tersns...

® sssbuUTOLN(HéE o flu geopsels APlysCsisd) auphGL amsulld SieUEUlILTL FTENSST. ..
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Question 13
Students were asked to write an imaginative story. Students who selected this question paid attention to the

requirements of the question and responded very well. Some responses would have been improved by having a heading
and an author’s (fictional) name.

A few examples of common spelling errors are given below.

® QGxmenhisst ® ST BEETLILN]

®* Quéms ® Qaoall Qsh@b Qurg
® Q\(HeTG ® LA Qumie@

® GTETImeL ® guNfluwons

® n&levd ® Aflweuw Gl

® (ps6D ® U APluir

® QuesTTaLSL (LD ® &Tu@uL iy

® LS EVESHIELD ® Fewriq UL GSTTSH6N
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