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Written component 
 

GENERAL COMMENTS 
Overall, students’ performance on the 2010 examination was very successful. Students who read the questions carefully 
and underlined or highlighted key words or information maximised their opportunities for success.  

The amount of space and the number of lines given for a response should be used as a guideline for the length of the 
required answer. However, students should not feel obliged to fill all the available space. Some students unnecessarily 
copied in parts of the questions to fill the answer space and then had to squeeze the main points or key words into the 
lower corner of the paper.  

Students are reminded that the same piece of information will not be called for in two questions. Care should be taken 
to answer each question precisely. Students are reminded that notes written in the note-taking column of the 
examination paper are not assessed. 
 
Teachers and students are advised that the examination will not consist solely of questions that require the simple recall 
of information or translation. While some simpler items may be found, there will also be some items pitched at a higher 
cognitive level, requiring analysis, synthesis or evaluation. Some students failed to quote examples from the text and 
others referred to, but lacked a clear understanding of, simple vocabulary. This prevented them from being awarded full 
marks. Furthermore, students were not given full marks if they simply reproduced sentences from the reading or 
listening texts. Answers must demonstrate that students have manipulated language creatively and effectively to 
produce an original response. Some students gave a full translation of the text without responding to the question. 

SPECIFIC INFORMATION 

Section 1 – Listening and responding 
Part A – Answer in English 
Students were presented with four oral texts in Tamil. Almost all students listened very well and jotted down all 
information. Some students incorrectly assumed that they simply had to understand spoken Tamil, rather than be able to 
interpret or consider specific information about the purpose and audience of the texts. Some failed to understand 
specific aspects of texts; they just gave a word-for-word translation of the text without analysing the questions properly 
and responding with the correct amount of detail.  

Text 1 
Question 1a. 
The son wants his father to walk: 

 to lose weight 
 to improve knee pain (as the doctor advised). 

Most students answered this question correctly. 
 
1b. 
The man’s emotions, in the correct order, are disappointment, happiness, confusion (option B). 
 
Most students were awarded full marks for this question. 
 
2a. 
Mary visits Nathan to ask: 

 Nathan’s older children to practise for the dance performance 
 Nathan’s younger son to act as groom in the City council’s multicultural event.   
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Many students answered this question correctly. 
 
2b. 
Any three of: 

 welcoming/offering a seat 
 offering coffee 
 wishes her well in her activities/acknowledges her services 
 enthusiastically agreeing to his children taking part and practising for the performance. 

Students are reminded that they are not required to translate the texts, but to answer the questions asked about the 
meaning of the texts.     

Text 3 
Question 3 
Most students answered this question correctly.  

3a. 
The conversation is taking place at the end of a driving lesson (option D). 

3b. 
Any four of: 

 learning well, even in the dark 
 asking for feedback/wanting to drive  
 working very well at her part-time job and she was offered a full day’s work 
 she has completed her assignments on time and is studying hard 
 organising her time/time management/organises the next lesson. 

Many students responded very well to this question and organised their answers skilfully. However, some students 
misunderstood the texts and gave inappropriate answers.  

Text 4 
Question 4 
The woman said that the man was clever because he combined all his requests in one wish. 

Problem Request Solution 
Blind To look at  Vision 
Poor Multi-storey house 

Gold platter 
Rich 

Single Grandchildren Married and children 
Man (average-aged) Grandchildren Long life 

 

A few students organised their answers skilfully. However, some students misunderstood the texts and gave 
inappropriate answers.  

Section 1 – Listening and responding 
Part B – Answer in Tamil 
 
Criteria 

 understand general and specific aspects of texts by identifying and analysing information 
 convey the information accurately and appropriately 

Text 5 
Students were presented with two oral texts in Tamil.  
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Question 5 
5a.  
 kio nga;jik ahYk; 

 ,Ul;by; thfdk; Xl;LtJ rpukkhf ,Ue;jjhYk;  

 jdp xUtNu thfdk; Xl;bajhy; ,ilapy; Xa;ntLf;fNtz;b ,Ue;jjhYk; 

 fy;gdhit ehlf xj;jpiff;F mioj;jpUe;jikahy; jpl;lkplg;ngw;w Neuj;Jf;Fg; Gwg;gl KbahjpUe;jjhYk; mtu;fshy; 
cupaNeuj;Jf;F mila Kbatpyiy. 

 
5b. 
Any two of: 

 (mtu;fspd; jpl;lq;fis mwpe;J itj;Jf; nfhz;L) mtu;fs; cupa Neuj;Jf;F tuhikiahy; mf;fiwAld;. mtu;fs; 
vq;Nf epw;fpwhu;;fs; vd;Wk; Vd; jhkjk; vd;W tprhupj;Jk;;  

 ep;j;jpiuapd;wp tpopj;jpUe;J mtu;fs; vt;tsT Neuk; gpe;jpdhYk; mtu;fspd; tuTf;fhff; fhj;jpUe;Jk;  

 mtu;fisf; ftdkhf thfdk; Xl;b tUk;gb Nfl;Lk; 

  mtu;fSf;fhd czT ghdq;fisj; jahupj;J itj;Jf;nfhz;L topapy; czT ghdj;Jf;nfd;W jhkjpf;f Ntz;lhk; 
vd;W Nfl;Lk; jPgd; jdJ tpUe;jpdiu cgrupj;J kjpg;gspf;fpd;whu;. 

Text 6 
Question 6 
6a. 
;ghlrhiy Ntiy mDgtj;ijg; G+u;j;jp nra;Ak; mNjNtis jkpou;fSld; jkpopy; Ngrp mtu;fspd; kdjpy; ,Ug;gtw;iw mwpe;J . 
mtu;fis kfpo;tpg;gNj rptkyupd; flikfshFk; ;;  
 
6b. 
Any three of (in a connected response):  
 jkpou;fs; vy;NyhUk; kpfTk; cly;typik Fiwe;jtu;fs; vd;gjhYk; 

 jd;idtpl> jkpo; Copau;fs; vtUk; mq;F gzp GupahikahYk; 

 jkpou;fspy; gyUf;F Mq;fpyk; tpsq;fhJ vd;gjhYk; nkhopngau;g;G ml;iliag; gad;gLj;jpf; Nfl;lhYk; $l mtu;fs; 
Gupe;Jnfhs;tJ f\;lkhf ,Ug;gjhYk;; 

 jkpou;fs; Kiwahf cz;Ztjpy;iy vd;gjhYk; itj;jpau; ftiy mile;Js;shu;  

 

Section 2 – Reading and responding 
Part A 
Text 7 
 
Question 7 
7a. 
Sitparan showed his appreciation as the Australian delegate by: 

 writing a letter of appreciation  
 sending photos 
 ordering DVDs 
 providing detailed descriptions of the function 
 posting the (‘Malar’) copies of the souvenir to the secretary.  

7b. 
Country Role 
USA 
 
 

 organising: venue, decoration, accommodation, transport 
 staging: variety of activities to cater for different age groups and differing Tamil knowledge 
 producing: DVDs, magazines and photos 
 listening and watching as audience 

Other countries  contributing articles to the magazine and participating in allocated events 
 listening and watching as audience 
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7c. 
 The festival supports the Tamil language by:  

 giving to the Tamil Diaspora an opportunity to meet and mingle  
 encouraging everyone to participate in activities appropriate to their age and level of knowledge of Tamil   
 hearing presentations from scholars who are not of Tamil background from Western countries 
 using the contribution of scholars from Tamil Nadu   
 publishing and distributing a (‘Malar’) souvenir.  

Text 8 
Question 8 
8a. 
You would be most likely to read this text in a school newsletter (option B). 
 
8b. 
Any six of: 

 through the importance it is given in the media  
 secondary students’ help 
 accepts all activities and asks for a balance  
 asks for any complaints about homework (feedback) 
 quotes a Korean example 
 quotes NASPE 
 other research findings. 

8c. 
Any three of: 

 use of conditional clauses (if clauses); for example, ‘if it helps…’, ‘if the child is experiencing difficulty’  
 use of ‘dangerous effect’ 
 use of ‘it is important’  
 use of dramatic final sentence of the text ‘your children’s future in your hands’. 

Some students gave statements about language usage without providing examples from the text. 

Section 2 – Reading and responding 
Part B – Answer in Tamil 
 
Text 9 
Question 9 
Students were required to write a 150–200 word persuasive message to be published on the front page of a website by 
responding to the given text to promote an industry. Some students understood both general and specific aspects of the 
given text by identifying and analysing information. These students conveyed the information accurately and 
appropriately with relevant use of persuasive techniques.  

Some good responses included words and phrases such as: 
 ,iyf;fyrk; njhopw;rhiy elj;jptUk; tpaj;jF tpe;ijfisf; Nfl;Nlh ghu;j;Njh mwpe;jpUg;gPu;fs;… 

 gpsh];upf; cyif Mz;Lte;j fhyk; Kbe;J… 

 #oYf;Fk; kdpjUf;Fk; tpyq;FfSf;Fk; ed;ikgaf;Fk; Kfkhf… 

 kz;NzhL kz;zhf kf;fp… 

 ehk; Gupe;j ghtj;Jf;fhf ekJ gps;isfs; Jd;gq;fs; mDgtpf;ff;; $lhjy;yth…  

 mw;Gjkhd ,iyf;fyrk;..... 

 ,e;jpahtpy; ,d;W mjpfk; gpugy;akhd nghUs; ,iyf;fyrk;… 

A few students memorised responses from the previous year’s examination. These responses were irrelevant to the 
response required. 
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Section 3 – Writing in Tamil 
Some students were able to demonstrate their knowledge of Tamil by writing a piece that was cohesive and varied in 
vocabulary and sentence structure. These students responded to the topic logically and coherently, and provided well-
planned and well-written pieces that were a delight to read. Their pieces were accompanied by the skilful and apt use of 
proverbs, allusions and relevant ideas, and it was evident that these students had a sound understanding of grammar, 
syntax and vocabulary and the ability to use their knowledge effectively.  

However, some students appeared to be unaware of the main characteristics of common text types (VCE Tamil Study 
Design, page 52).  

Question 10 
Students were required to write a diary entry. 
 
 Some phrases from the more successful responses included: 
 gf;fj;J tPl;Lf; Fkhiuf; fhjypg;gjpy; vd;d jtW vd;W njupatpy;iy… 

 Vdk;kh Nfhgkhf ,Uf;fpwPu;fs; vd;W Nfl;Nld.; ehd; Vd; rhfhky; ,Uf;fpNwd; vd;W Nfs; vd;whu;. 

 Ntiyahy; te;J igia vwpe;Jtpl;L> Jk;Gj;jbia vLj;J mbf;fj;njhlq;f… 

 gy;fiyf;fofj;jpy; ,Ue;J gps;is fisg;ghf te;Jnfhz;bUg;ghd; vd;W cz;zhky; fhj;jpUf;Fk; jhiaf; fhztpy;iyNa 

vd;W… 

 vd;idf; fzf;fhsuhf;f ,uTgfyhf cioj;j je;ijia tpl;Lte;Njd; vd;w ftiy. 

 ehisa nghOJ nghd;dhf kyUk; vd;W Gifapuj epiyaf; fjpiuapy;… 

 fhjYf;F Kf;fpakhd Njit md;G> ghrk;> fUiz. ,it midj;Jk; fle;jkhjk; mtdplk; ,Ue;jd… Mdhy; ,d;W 
RNurpd; kdjpy; ,Uf;Fk; muf;fid ehd; rpwpJ rpwpjhff; fhz;fpNwd;. 

 Muk;gj;jpy Nrl;ilahfj;njhlq;fpa rjpf;$l;lj;jpd; tpisahl;Lf;fs; gbg;gbahf Kul;Lj;jdkhf khwp tUfpwJ. 

 mg;gh mOjij xUNghJk; fhztpy;iy. ,d;W… 

 rq;fPjk; gb rq;fPjk; gb vd;whu;fs;. 12Mk; tFg;gpy; (,g;NghJ) ,e;jpahtpy; rq;fPjk; gbf;fg; NghfpNwd; vd;Nwd;. ,y;iy 

lhf;luhf th vd;whu;fs; tPl;il tpl;L… 

 9-9-2010 GJ tho;f;if… ez;gu;fNshL jq;fp… Ntiyf;Fr; nrd;W… ed;whfg; Ngha;f;nfhz;bUf;fpwJ… 28-9-2010 INah 
flTNs! ,g;NghJ czUfpNwd; -- fpz;ly; nra;fpwhu;fs;. 19-10-2010 tPl;iltpl;L ntspNa te;jJ kpfTk; jg;G. ngz; 

xUj;jp jdpahf tho;tJ vd;gJ… 

 
Some answers to this question read more like essays as students neglected to write from a personal perspective.  

Question 11 
This was the least popular choice, but students who chose this question responded very well. The following are phrases 
from high-scoring responses:  
 ,e;jpahtpy; tpthfj;jpYk; tpthfuj;jpYk; jdpj;Jtkhd cupikapy;yhky; jtpf;Fk; ngz;fs;. ,q;F jk;tho;it jhNk 

epu;zapj;J… 

 16 taijj; jhz;ba ,isQu; jhkhfNt jdpahf tho… 

 ve;j Ntiyiar; nra;jhYk; mjw;F xU kupahij cz;L. 

 v>e;j NtiyiaAk; Nftykhf vz;Zk; kdg;ghq;F ,q;F ,y;yhjjhy;… 

 mq;F Nghy; md;wp ,q;F gykhztu;fs; nghUj;jkhd ,lj;jpy; fy;tpia epWj;jptpl;L> jhNk njhopy; xd;iwj;; Njb 

gzj;ijr; Nrfupj;Jj; jkJ nrhe;jr; nrytpy; cau;fy;tpia…. 

 
Question 12 
This was the most popular question in this section and most students handled it competently. Students gave their 
opinion, ideas and a summary of their line of argument, using accurate, appropriate and wide-ranging language. 
Students could discuss both the advantages and disadvantages of coeducational classes. 

The following are phrases from high-scoring responses:  
• ehd; Nkw;nfhz;l Ma;tpd; gb… 
• Vd; ePq;fs; ….vd;w tpdhTf;F 95 tPjj;jpdu; …. 
• fw;Fk; NghJ jdpj;jdpahff; fw;whYk; Ntiy nra;Ak; NghJ…  
• khztu; rpyu; vjpu;g;ghyhu; fhuzkhf kdmjpu;r;rpf;Fk; kdcisr;rYf;Fk; tpuf;jpf;Fk; cs;shfp cs;sjhf… 
• jj;jk;ghyhUf;F cupa Jiwfspy; rpwg;Gj;Nju;r;rp toq;Fk; tifapy; mt;tg;ghlrhiyfs;… 
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Question 13 
Students were asked to write an imaginative story. Students who selected this question paid attention to the 
requirements of the question and responded very well. Some responses would have been improved by having a heading 
and an author’s (fictional) name. 

A few examples of common spelling errors are given below.  

             
 Nfsq;fs; 
 ,af;if 

 ,Ud;J 

 vd;uhy; 
 kfpy;rp 
 KfTk; 

 ngz;foplKk; 

 gy;fiyf;fyfk; 

 vd;dh eidg;ghu; 

 nfy;tp nfw;Fk; nghJ 

 grp ngha;tpLk; 
 japupakhf 
 rpupataJ 

 Mrpwpau; 

 Fypu;g;ngl;b           
 fz;bg;gpj;jhu;fs; 

 

 
 
 
 


