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General comments

The majority of students understood and responded adequately to most sections of the 2021 VCE Vietnamese
Second Language written examination, demonstrating their ability to express ideas. The majority of students
made good attempts at each question and completed the questions in all sections of the examination.

In Section 1, students are reminded of the importance of effective note-taking during the listening section of the
examination. They should read the questions very carefully, taking particular notice of the key words in order to
provide relevant and comprehensive answers. Students who scored highly made good use of the note-taking
section provided on the examination paper and made thorough notes. Overall, questions were answered
adequately in this section.

Section 2 assessed students’ capacity to understand and convey general and specific aspects of reading,
listening and visual texts. Most students wrote their responses in a logical sequence and expressed themselves
using good sentence structure and the correct tone, grammar and syntactical rules.

Section 3 — Writing in Viethamese required students to express their ideas by writing an original text in
Vietnamese. The most popular question was Question 6, which required students to write an evaluative report
for the school magazine about the advantages and disadvantages of not using your computer for a whole
weekend. Overall, students displayed a good understanding of the different text types and kinds of writing.

Specific information

This report provides sample answers or an indication of what answers may have included. Unless otherwise
stated, these are not intended to be exemplary or complete responses.

Section 1

Part A — Listening and responding in English

This section assessed students’ capacity to understand and convey general and specific aspects of texts. Most
students handled this section confidently; however, a small number of students did not score full marks because
they did not include sufficient relevant information from the text.

Question 1a.

Sample responses:

e express the solidarity and togetherness
e show love and share every day the good and bad experiences.
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Question 1b.

Region ‘ Culinary characteristics

Northern Vietnam | Simple, light and a bit sour

Central Vietnam Flavourful and spicy taste

Southern Vietnam | Sweet, spicy and fatty/creamyi/rich

Question 1c.
Sample responses:

e add creativity
e vary to new and attractive flavours
¢ focus on beautiful presentation/decoration/display of dishes.

Question 1d.

Sample responses:

o family meals are gradually shortened/limited
e conversations of family members are also tedious / boring / monotonous / limited / fading away.

Part B — Listening and responding in Viethamese

In this part of the examination students were assessed on their understanding of the listening text and their
ability to accurately convey appropriate information from the text in Vietnamese. The information presented in
the response needed to be relevant to the question. Students were not awarded separate marks for content and
language. Responses that included the relevant information and were expressed clearly in Viethamese were
awarded full marks.

Question 2a.
Sample responses:

e Vao ngay mwoi thang ba am lich (On the tenth day of the third lunar month)
e Tuwdng nh& cac vua Hung va cong lao dwng nwéc Viét Nam. (It commemorates the Hung Kings and their
part in establishing the nation of Vietnam.)

Question 2b.

Sample responses:

e L& Gib Té Hung Vuwong dwoc td chirc bang ca tiéng Viét va tiéng Anh (The program is held both in English
and Vietnamese.)

e S6 lwong nguwoi tré vwot xa thé hé dan anh / ddng hon / nhiéu hon (Young people outnumbered the
older/senior generation.)

e Rét nhiéu nguoi tré da tham gia va lan dau tién mac trang phuc dan tdc Viét Nam trong budi I&. (A great
number of young people participated in the ceremony and wore Vietnamese national costumes for the first
time.)

e Bau khong khi cta budi I& sbi ddng hon binh thwong. (The atmosphere of the ceremony was more vibrant
than usual.)
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Question 2c.
Sample responses:

e Thé hé tré cé co hdi giao tiép véi nhirtng ngudi 16N tudi hon, tir d6 phat trién k§ nang tiéng Viét cta ho. (A
greater opportunity to learn to communicate with older people and further their Viethamese language skills.)

e Céc em ciling hiéu rd hon vé van hoa va truyén théng cta Viét Nam khi nghe cac cau chuyén cé tich bang
ca hai th tiéng. (They acquire a better understanding of Vietnamese culture and traditions when listening to
traditional stories and fairy tales in both languages.)

e Thé hé tré dwoc day am nhac truyén théng. (Young generations were taught traditional music.)

e Cac em c6 co hdi dwoc xem céc tiét muc maa hat vé qué hwong do cac bac I6n tudi trinh dién. (Young
generations had an opportunity to watch national dances and listen to the songs about the homeland,
performed by the elders.)

Section 2

Responses that did not score well either contained incomplete information or a misunderstanding of the
guestion; for example, some students could not distinguish between ‘what is new and different at the celebration
of King Hung Vuong’s Commemoration Day this year’ in Question 2a. and ‘the benefits that the new ceremonial
program offered to the younger generations’ in Question 2b.

Part A — Reading, listening and responding in English

Question 3a.
Sample responses:

e an opportunity for craftsmen to introduce the essence/exemplars/quintessence/beauty of their region
e an opportunity to exchange and share experiences in growing and caring for ornamental plants.

Question 3b.

Sample responses:

e Each plant was placed on its own shelf.
e Each plant was displayed with special background design.
e Each plant had a special decorative light to highlight its unique look.

Question 3c.

Sample responses:

e The exhibition attracted the attention and excitement of numerous domestic and foreign/overseas
tourists/visitors.

e The program also had special participation of international guests and famous craftsmen from neighbouring
and international regions.
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Question 3d.

Sample responses:

e They need to have knowledge of the biological characteristics of each plant / floral species / tree / type of
plant.

e They need to have a creative mind, thinking about art / three-dimensional art / graphic design / space
graphics to apply to tree-shaping.

e They also need to pay attention to the suitability of the tree with the shape of the pot, the pedestal to create
harmony, and enhance the beauty of trees.

Question 3e.
Sample responses:

e He has been sharing experiences and techniques of creating shapes of ornamental plants with different
organisations.

e He often organises professional activities and vocational training for members of the association.

e He is currently teaching many young craftsmen so that they continue to promote and maintain the art of
ornamental plants.

Question 3f.

Sample responses:

e They follow their masters in the art / put as much of their masters’ advice as possible into practice.

e They have to be highly motivated and methodical.

e They gradually introduce successful personal variations to plant designs.

e They go through a long process of learning and training / spend many years of trials and errors.

e From ayoung age, like Phong, some craftsmen follow their fathers to bend ornamental plants everywhere
and learn this profession.

o Like Phong, they learn from grandfathers about ornamental plant techniques / tips / hereditary techniques /
that belong to family secrets.

o Like Phong, they pay great attention / respond to constructive criticism to refine their skills.

Part B — Reading and responding in Vietnamese

Students were required to demonstrate an understanding of the stimulus text and address the requirements of
the task by conveying the relevant information from the text that was appropriate for the audience and the
prescribed writing style and text type.

The reading text included a visual stimulus. Students who scored highly were able to successfully incorporate
information from the visual stimulus in their response.

Student responses were assessed holistically according to the assessment criteria and the expected qualities
published on the VCAA website. Students were not awarded separate marks for content and language
accuracy; however, language accuracy was an important expected quality that was considered in the
assessment.

It was possible to achieve a high score for this question without exceeding the specified word/character limit,
which is shorter than the limit specified for Section 3.
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Question 4

In this question, students were expected to draw information from Text 4 and the photograph of the wedding of
a family member to write a journal entry about their experience at the wedding and explain why it was
memorable.

The content of the journal entry may have included:

e dién dat nhirng thong tin dwa vao bai doc 4 va hinh anh dinh kém dé hiéu biét v& dam cwdi clia nhirng
ngwdi sdng trén mién nli phia béc Viét Nam (express information based on Text 4 and photograph to
understand the wedding of people who live on the mountains of North Vietnam)

—  ké ranhirng dac diém truyén théng vé I& cuéi ciia nguwdi dan toc (list the characteristics of their
wedding ceremony)

—  chi phi d&m cwéi va nhirng |1& vat (wedding expenses and gift)

- cGa héi mén (the dowry)

e nhan xét vé trang phuc truyén théng va phwong tién di chuyén |& vat trong ngay cwéi (comment on the
wedding costume and means of gift transportation)

e phong tuc va cach moi ngwdi van chuyén qua cwéi (the custom and how people transport wedding gifts)

e trinh bay cdm nghi vé I& cwéi nay (express own thoughts about this wedding ceremony)

—  Mb ta nghi thire 18 cwdi va bay té nhirng ky niém dep ctia em vé dam cwéi nay (describe the wedding
ceremonies and express your fond memories)

—  day la dip tao co hdi cho cac nhém ngwoi dan toc khac hiéu thém vé van héa clia ho (opportunity for
other ethnic groups to understand more about their culture)

—  Tinh yéu va hén nhan khéng phan biét séc toc (love and marriage — no ethnic background
discrimination)

Section 3 — Writing in Viethamese

In this section, students were asked to demonstrate their ability to write an original text in Vietnamese on one of
four writing questions. Most students were familiar with the various text type features and were able to write
complex sentences and expressions. However, some students did not use the appropriate vocabulary, grammar
and structures for the required text type, kind of writing and audience of their piece of writing.

Question 5

The imaginative story should have had an identifiable story line: a surprise, shock, conflict or relation to make it
more interesting, and to provide the high points of the story. The event may have been sequenced in
chronological order.

Responses could have included some of the following points.
M6 ta chuyén phiéu lwu (Describe own adventure)

e M©G ta moi trwdng xung quanh (Describe the environment around)

—  Khéng bi 8 nhiém vi diing xe dién (No pollution due to electric car)

—  Xe quét va thu gom rac tw dong da dwoc cai dat thoi gian quét don thwdng xuyén dé gitr cho thanh
phd lubn sach sé (Automatic garbage collecting and street sweeper vehicles — have been time-
activated often to keep the city clean at all times)

—  Thanh phd c6 nhiéu cay xanh hon nhé hé théng twéi nwéc thong minh gitp cay sbng sét trong diéu
kién thoi tiét khac nghiét (The city has more green trees because of the smart watering system that
assists them to survive in harsh weather conditions)

— S dung cac cong cu thdng minh dé tiét kiém va gidm lang phi nwéc va dién (Use smart tools to
conserve and reduce wastage of water and electricity)
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e Mb ta doi séng sinh hoat hang ngay (Describe the lifestyle and daily activities)

- Antoan va bao mat hon — C4c thiét bi cdng nghé tbi tan dwoc gan trén cac ‘Cot dién théng minh’ dé
cai thién cac bién phap an ninh (Safety and security — technologically advanced appliances were
installed on street. ‘Smart poles’ to improve security measures)

—  Cudc sbng khée manh hon vi méi trwdng khdng bi 6 nhiém (Healthy lifestyles because the
environment is not polluted)

—  Céc thiét bj dién tl st dung hang ngay rét ré (Daily digital devices are affordable)

-~ Céc dia diém truy cap Wi-Fi cong cong & khap moi noi (Public wi-fi access places are available
throughout the city)

—  C6ng nghé théng minh dwoc dung dé& phan tich, dw doan va xac dinh cac khu viec dwéng, cau hodc
céac tda nha cii cAn duoc bao tri (Intelligent technologies predict, analyse and identify areas of old
roads, bridges and buildings that need to be maintained)

—  He thdng giao théng v&i nhivng cong nghé théng minh gitp cho viéc di chuyén dé dang hon
(Transport systems with smart technologies enable the transportation easier and safer)

- Mb ta cdm xuc, hdi tiéc, vui vé, man nguyeén, ky vong (Describe feelings [regret, happiness,
contentment, expectation]).

Question 6

This question was the most popular. The evaluative report needed to contain comments about the advantages
and disadvantages of not using own computer for a whole weekend.

Responses could have included some of the following points.

e Trinh bay hop ly cac sy kién va y twéng vé nhirng loi thé va bt loi ctia viéc khong cé quyén truy cap vao
may tinh (Logically presenting facts and ideas on the advantages and disadvantages of not having access
to a computer)

e Trinh bay hop ly cac sy kién va y twéng vé nhirng loi thé va bat loi cla viéc khdng st dwng may tinh cla
minh trong subt cudi tudn (Uses objective style; appeals to reason not emotion; create an impression of
balance about advantages and disadvantages of not having access to a computer for the whole weekend)

Some suggestions on advantages:

e Thém thoi gian dé thw gian, tap thé duc hoéc thién dinh (More time to relax, exercise or meditate)

e Tiét kiém tién - khdng mua nhirng thr khong can thiét trén mang (Save money — not buying unnecessary
things online)

e Danh nhiéu thoi gian hon cho cac thanh vién trong gia dinh (Spend more time with family members)

e Tang thém nang lwc lam viéc (Increase productivity)

e S dung thdi gian dé rén luyén cac k§ nang hoéc tich Ity mét sb kién thire (Use the time to sharpen your
skills or gain some knowledge)

e Tang thém nang lwc (Recharge your energy)

e Khong lwét mang, choi trd choi dién tir va danh qua nhiéu thoi gian trén may tinh vi cé thé dan dén béo phi
va 16i sbng khéng lanh manh. (Not to surf the Internet frequently, playing games and spending too much
time on the computer, which can lead to obesity and an unhealthy lifestyle)

Some suggestions on disadvantages:

e Khéng thé thuc hién cac giao dich truc tuyén (Cannot do online transactions)

e Khoéng thé nghién ciru (Cannot do research)

e Khong thé doc bao trén mang (Cannot read the news online)

e Khéng thé lién lac v&i gia dinh va ban bé & nwéc ngoai (Cannot get in touch with family and friends
overseas)

e Khong thé hoan thanh bai tap vé& nha (Cannot complete homework)
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Question 7

The script of a speech could have included some of the following points.

Loi ich cla viec mé rong doc gia tap chi trwdng hoc bang cach tang ndi dung cla tap chi va xuét ban tryc
tuyén (The benefits of broadening the school magazine readership by increasing its content and going online):

e tdng sy hiéu biét ctia ngwdi doc vé trwdng (increase the readers’ understanding of the school)

e tang sb lwong hoc sinh dang ky (increase student enrolments)

e tang cac nha tai trg cho quy hang ndm va chién dich van déng (increase sponsors to the annual funding
campaign)

e cung cap quyén truy cap vao tat ca ndi dung trwc tuyén cho ngwdi doc (provide access to all online content
to readers)

e gitr cho cac cwu hoc sinh két ni v&i trwdng (keep alumni/ae connected with the school)

e chuc mirng nhirng thanh cdng clia hoc sinh va cwu hoc sinh (celebrate student and alumni/ae successes)

e thdng béo tin tirc cho phu huynh (keep parents informed)

e bé&o céo va kham pha cac sy kién trén thé gi¢i hodc cac cha dé lién quan dén trwdng hoc (report on and
explore world events or topics related to the school).

Két lua n: tao &n twong véi hdi ddng trwérng vé nhu cau quang bé tap chi cda trwéng bang cach tdng noi dung
ctia nd va xuat ban trwc tuyén, vi du, lam dep t& bao,tdng sé lwong doc gid, quang ba trwéng hoc, (Conclusion:
make an impression on the school council of the need to promote the school magazine by increasing its content
and publishing it online, e.g. enhancing the layout, increase readers/circulation/membership, promoting the
school)

Question 8

Responses could have included some of the following points.

e Nhap dé: gi¢i thiéu va muc dich budi I& (Introduce the award ceremony and its purposes):

—  Nhan thirc dau tién tién vé bau khong khi ctia budi 1& (First be aware of the atmosphere of the
ceremony)

—  Khen thwéng va hanh dién vé nhirng thanh tich xuét séc cla cac hoc sinh (Praise and be proud of the
achievements of the students)

—  Budi I8 la dip quang béa trwong hoc véi cac cong ddng dia phwong, phu huynh va gidi gido duc (It is
an opportunity to promote the school with the community, parents and educational institutions)

-~ Phéat song tryec tiép |& phat thuwdng co6 thé 1a mot cach dé khuyén khich hoc sinh tham dy (Live
broadcasts could be one way to encourage students to participate)

—  Chuwong trinh cha budi & gip khan thinh gia hiéu thém vé chién dich bao vé& méi trwdng (The
program of the award ceremony helps the audience understand more about the environmental
projects)

—  Khuyén khich phu huynh va hoc sinh tham gia |& phat thwéng trong twong lai (Parents and students
are encouraged to join the award ceremony in the future)

- Tuyén dwong cac hoat dong xuét s&c cla cac nha vo dich méi trudng (Celebrate the outstanding
work of environmental champions).

e K&t luan: tao &n twong vé 1& phat thwdng va cdm twdng clia ngwdi tham dy vi du, thich tha, hanh phac,
mong mudn (Conclusion: give an impression of the award ceremony and get a feel for it, e.g. excitement,
happiness, desire).
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