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Critical and Creative Thinking – Module 1: About Critical and Creative Thinking (CCT)
Slide 1: Introduction

Hi my name is Jonny Wouters. I am a specialist teacher at the VCAA as well as a practicing secondary teacher.

Why is Critical and Creative Thinking important?

The reasons for teaching Critical and Creative Thinking are many and varied.  There is growing evidence of the impact it has on student learning and achievement and there is also a widespread agreement that critical and creative thinkers contribute meaningfully to society.

Slide 2 – 5: Looking ahead to 2030

The OECD (the Organisation for Economic Cooperation and Development, who are responsible for the global assessment programme, PISA) have identified ‘thinking skills’ as an essential component of their education target for 2030. In their Framework for Education, competencies are key to the direction of education into the future. 

http://www.oecd.org/australia/ 
In 2021 they will be assessing ‘Creative Thinking’ as the innovative domain test, advising that:

“There is a growing consensus that formal education should cultivate the creativity and critical thinking skills of students to help them succeed in modern, globalised economies based on knowledge and innovation.”

In a different report the OECD outlines reasons for this growing consensus, stating:
“... The future is uncertain and we cannot predict it; but we need to be open and ready for it. The children entering education in 2018 will be young adults in 2030. Schools can prepare them for jobs that have not yet been created, for technologies that have not yet been invented, to solve problems that have not yet been anticipated. It will be a shared responsibility to seize opportunities and find solutions.”


https://www.oecd.org/education/2030/E2030%20Position%20Paper%20(05.04.2018).pdf 
Employers are increasingly identifying creativity and critical thinking skills as essential requirements for potential employees as seen in the infographic produced by the Foundation for Young Australians.

http://www.fya.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2016/04/The-New-Basics_Web_Final.pdf 
Slide 6: GONSKI 2.0 

In the GONSKI 2.0 Report, Recommendation 7 stresses the importance of the capabilities, advising that we,

“Strengthen the development of the general capabilities, and raise their status within curriculum delivery, by using learning progressions to support clear and structured approaches to their teaching, assessment, reporting and integration with learning areas.”

https://docs.education.gov.au/system/files/doc/other/662684_tgta_accessible_final_0.pdf
Slide 7: Victorian Curriculum F-10 

The Victorian curriculum is well placed in this space, as it has been proactive in raising the status of the capabilities, in particular Critical and Creative Thinking, and has articulated a learning progression in the achievement standards for each capability to support more effective teaching, assessment, reporting and integration with other learning areas. The Victorian Curriculum and Assessment Authority is the first curriculum authority, both in Australia and beyond, to do this bold work. Our curriculum is built on the belief that thinking can be taught and assessed. It follows a progression of learning and supports levels A-D as well as F-10. 
Slide 8 – 10: Strands and Aims of CCT
The three strands work together, should be explicitly taught and can be embedded in the context of other curriculum areas. This means that Victorian teachers are in a strong position to develop Critical and Creative Thinking in students, thus preparing them for the “uncertain” future and equipping them to, as the Aims express: manage and apply thinking processes; be logical, strategic, flexible and adventurous in their thinking; and develop confidence in evaluating thinking and thinking processes.  

http://victoriancurriculum.vcaa.vic.edu.au/critical-and-creative-thinking/introduction/rationale-and-aims 
Slide 11: Critical and Creative Thinking 
As one of the four capabilities in the Victorian Curriculum, all Victorian government and Catholic schools are required to teach, assess and report on Critical and Creative Thinking.  There are achievement standards set at Levels A-D and F-10.

Slide 12: Resources 

To support teachers and students, the VCAA has developed a number of materials, including approaches to explicit teaching, a guide to navigating the curriculum, a glossary and assessment advice.  Further video modules explore these topics.

Slide 13: Recommendation 

For further exploration of why Critical and Creative Thinking is important we recommend:
· Reading the Rationale and Aims 

· Reading the New Work Smarts by Foundation for Young Australians

http://victoriancurriculum.vcaa.vic.edu.au/critical-and-creative-thinking/introduction/rationale-and-aims 

https://www.fya.org.au/report/the-new-work-smarts/ 

https://www.fya.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2017/07/FYA_TheNewWorkSmarts_July2017.pdf 
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