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Critical and Creative Thinking – Module 2: Navigating the Curriculum
Slide 1: Introduction

Hi, my name is Jonny Wouters, I am a specialist teacher at the VCAA as well as a practicing secondary teacher.

What is the recommended approach to navigating the curriculum?

Slide 2: Victorian Curriculum F-10

The Victorian Curriculum covers eight learning areas and four capabilities.  All have set standards and are expected to be taught, assessed and reported on.  The curriculum is designed as a progression of learning, so that we can track progress for every student. There is also an A-D curriculum available and should be used for students not yet able to meet the F-2 standards. 

http://victoriancurriculum.vcaa.vic.edu.au/critical-and-creative-thinking/curriculum/f-10 

Slide 3 – 8: Scope and Sequence

There are numerous ways to view the curriculum through the VCAA website. You can download a printable scope and sequence chart as either a Word or PDF document or access a more interactive page allows you to filter for a more tailored view of the curriculum. When using the interactive webpage, it may be helpful to know that you can change the view to enable the most suitable interface for your needs. 

Slide 9: Rational and Aims
When looking at the curriculum, it is important to have read the aims and rationale of the curriculum area – this outlines the intention of the curriculum. Once familiar with the aims, we should start reading the achievement standards.


Slide 10: Achievement Standards
The achievement standards describe what students are able to understand and do.  They articulate the progression of learning and are organised according to levels to better enable differentiation within classrooms. The use of ‘levels’ as opposed to ‘year levels’ should not be overlooked; the intention is that appropriate levels of achievement are set for students, taking into consideration that there are multiple levels within a single year level. The achievement standards should be used by teachers as the starting point for planning because we need to know where we are going before we work out how to get there.

Slide 11: Indicative Progress
At certain times, in order to get a more graduated or incremental idea of progress, it may be helpful to articulate what it looks like between levels. This is called indicative progress. To assist you with this task, an indicative progress template for Critical and Creative Thinking can be downloaded from the VCAA website.

Slide 12: Content Descriptors
Content descriptors provide specific and discrete information about what teachers are expected to teach in order to move students towards the achievement standard levels. The content descriptors are not to be seen as a checklist, but they do provide for consistency across schools and classrooms.  

Slide 13: Elaborations
The elaborations are the hyperlinked codes at the end of the content descriptors.  These are intended to be illustrative examples to teachers of how the content descriptors might look in their program.  

Slide 14: Curriculum Planning

The achievement standards should also inform assessment and reporting.  Achievement standards set a benchmark at different points in the learning and are therefore used for reporting. 

Slide 15: Reporting
For more information about reporting, see the Victorian Curriculum F-10 Revised Curriculum and Reporting Guidelines, or the Reporting page on the department of Education site.

https://www.education.vic.gov.au/school/teachers/teachingresources/practice/Pages/reportsreqs.aspx 
Slide 16: Knowing the Curriculum
Getting to know the curriculum is part of our professional responsibilities and a key component of the AITSL standards.  Knowing the Critical and Creative Thinking curriculum means that you will be more confident of finding meaningful and explicit opportunities to integrate it into your program.
Slide 17: Recommendation
For further exploration of how to navigate the curriculum we recommend:

· You read through the Critical and Creative Thinking achievement standards from F-2 to 9-10 with a focus on understanding progression of learning in this area.

· You reflect on the questions: How have I been navigating the curriculum? How might I ‘tweak’ my interactions with it for more effective planning, assessment and teaching?

· Lastly you can engage with indicative progress by articulating what progression might look like between levels of the Critical and Creative Thinking achievement standards (for example, between levels 7-8 and 9-10). 

http://victoriancurriculum.vcaa.vic.edu.au/static/docs/Quick%20Guide%20Websites.pdf 
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