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Critical and Creative Thinking – Module 6: Assessment of Critical and Creative Thinking 

Slide 1: Introduction
Hello, my name is Melissa Pavey. I am a Specialist Teacher in Critical and Creative Thinking with the Victorian Curriculum and Assessment Authority and a practising primary school teacher.
Slide 2: Progression of learning
The Critical and Creative Thinking capability is represented as a progression of learning with achievement standards at key stages. So, the skills and understandings can be explicitly taught and should therefore be assessed.

Teachers are able to measure where students are in the learning progression and identify what their next steps will be. 
Slide 3: Assessment
We tend to think of assessment as being formal or informal, summative or formative.

Assessment in the Critical and Creative Thinking capability should be thought of in broad teams, as anything students make, say, write or do that gives an insight into their thinking.
Slide 4: Informal thinking
Thinking is an internal process, and the key is to make it visible. Uncovering student thinking will allow us to guide, redirect, give feedback and identify the next steps for learning so that learning may be focused and individualised.

Slide 5: Thinking process
In looking for evidence of learning, we need to be clear that we are interested in the thinking process, not just the final product. The task becomes a vehicle for exploring the thinking process. 
Slide 6: Formal thinking
Assessment could be formal, with a suite of validated online assessments created by Australian Council for Education Research in association with the Victorian Curriculum and Assessment Authority becoming available in 2019.

These assessments are the first of their kind and will assess each of the strands in the capability. They are currently being used in the Victorian Education State benchmarking.

Examples of the assessments can be found on the FUSE website.
Slide 7: Mind map
What might students make to show evidence of learning? Teachers may require students to complete a graphic organiser such as a mind map before, during and after a unit of study.

Using different coloured pens each time, teachers can track students' thinking. Similarly, if students keep their planning, first draft and finished product, they can demonstrate how their thinking has progressed.
Slide 8: Self reflections
Written self-reflections recorded as part of a unit of work could be required to include a thinking element. Students could annotate their own tasks, identifying what impacted their thinking. These provide strong examples of students' progress in metacognition.
Slide 9 & 10: Informal assessments
Informal assessments that students make involve various familiar tools such as exit passes, annotated images, diary entries both digital and written.

Informal assessments also occur in a climate conducive to effective dialogue. Dialogue with and between students is facilitated through carefully worded questions and thinking routines, such as 
· "What makes you say that?" or 
· "Can you explain your thinking here?" encouraging students to elaborate.
To foster authentic deep thinking, teachers can ask questions such as:

· What questions do you have? 
· What would you like to challenge, and why? 

· Can you explain how you came to your conclusion?
These conversations offer a wonderful insight into their thinking. Such snapshots of learning can be used in a formative manner with little interruption to the learning process.
Slide 11 & 12: Possible strategies
Professor Bill Lucas has outlined a number of ways that students can demonstrate understanding from student-centred informal measures to real-world assessments. This might mean inviting an industry expert to give feedback, or holding a public exhibition. 
Some other approaches to assessment include using rubrics, thinking routines and students seeking peer or teacher feedback.
Slide 13: Reflections
Finally, self-assessment is an effective tool for learning. If students can ask themselves the three questions of feedback in relation to their thinking, they will become powerful, self-aware learners.
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