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(GENTLE MUSIC PLAYS)
In 2019 the Victorian Curriculum and Assessment Authority partnered with the Assessment Research Centre at the University of Melbourne to provide professional learning for teachers to strengthen their understanding and use formative assessment rubrics.
Why use formative assessment rubrics?
One of the major things that teachers should know is where their children are sitting along the learning continuum in their classroom. And the formative assessment will help them position themselves very confidently.
What I've tried to do is set up a learning continuum, so if I'm teaching, say, Year 2 PE, I'll look at what that might look like at Levels 1, 2 and 3, of the curriculum and then I try to unpack what that could look like in my particular unit. This will help me really identify the key points that I'm wanting the students to learn, or the progress or the journey that I want to take them on.
What were some considerations when writing or using the rubrics?
Formative assessment does take a little bit of time to stop and think. Having a guide there will help time-poor teachers put it all down in a sequence and then be able to follow the steps. 
I was looking for too much and sometimes I found, "Yeah, the student can do that, but they can't do that, "so where do I assess them at?" Whereas, after today's session, when we've refined it, I think it'll be a lot easier.
How does formative assessment impact student learning?
This just makes sense to me. I feel, in a lot of ways, this was my missing link in my teaching because I used formative assessment, but it might be just me watching a skill. You know, even though I was teaching to a particular curriculum area, I never really unpacked the particular content description that I was teaching to in that amount of detail. And it just made sense because I just gathered all of this rich data on my kids and it just targeted my teaching and then I could see the growth and my students could see the growth during that unit, and I knew what they needed to do and they knew what they needed to do to improve their learning. So it was an amazing experience for me to go through this process and I'm a better teacher because of it.
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