
F–8 Geography and Science and 
bushfire education resources



Acknowledgment of Country
We are all joining today’s session from across Victoria and I would like to acknowledge the traditional custodians of the many 

lands across Victoria on which each of you are living, learning and working from today.

For myself and those of us in the metropolitan area, we acknowledge the traditional custodians of the Kulin Nations. The

Wurundjeri call this Naarm. We call this Melbourne.

When acknowledging country, we recognise Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people's spiritual and cultural connection to

country.

We acknowledge the continued care of the lands and waterways over generations and celebrate the continuation of a living

culture that has a unique role in this region.

And as we share of our knowledge in teaching and learning, may we pay our respects to Elders past, present and emerging, for 

they hold the memories, traditions, culture and hopes of all Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples across the nation, and 

hope they will walk with us on our journey.



Session overview 

Today’s session will cover

o The Bushfires Education website and new resources

o Opportunities for Bushfire Education in F-8 Geography 

and Science

o Next steps



Panellists

Leonie Brown – Geography Curriculum Manager, VCAA

Erin Wilson – Science/STEM Curriculum Manager, VCAA

Craig Smith – F–10 Unit Manager, VCAA



The VCAA’s Bushfire Education 

website 



Organised around four themes…



… and four levels of schooling



Factors influencing your decisions around 

the Bushfires resource

Students’ 
background

Location

Resources

Time

Community
Teacher 

background



Dealing with potential distress

Teachers should 

• carefully consider the themes and sessions that are most 

appropriate for their students, communities and context

• adapt to best suit their particular environment and the needs of their 

students

• involve their school’s wellbeing team, and provide early notification 

to parents/carers.



Theme 1: Learning about bushfires



Theme 1: Learning about bushfires





Theme 2: Preparing for bushfires



Theme 2: Preparing for bushfires



Lesson Plans



Lesson Plans



Lesson Plans



Lesson Plans

Episode 3  “Ready together”

Responding to Fire and Floods



Theme 3: Responding to bushfires



Lesson Plans



Lesson Plans



Lesson Plans



Lesson Plans



Theme 4: Recovering from bushfires





Resources



Q & A



Next steps

2021

VCAA will be hosting a series of webinars on the Bushfire 

Education resources and the F-10 Curriculum. 

Details will be available from late November on the VCAA 

Professional Learning webpage and via the VCAA Bulletin and the 

F-10 Subscriber Update. 



Contacts

Leonie Brown – Curriculum Manager, Humanities

Leonie.Brown4@education.vic.gov.au

Erin Wilson – Curriculum Manager, STEM 

Erin.Wilson@education.vic.gov.au

Craig Smith – F-10 Unit Manager 

Craig.Smith3@education.vic.gov.au
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