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Acknowledgment of Country

I would like to acknowledge the traditional custodians of the many lands across Victoria on which each of you are living, learning and 

working from today.

For myself and those of us in the Melbourne metropolitan area, we acknowledge the traditional custodians of the Kulin Nations.

When acknowledging country, we recognise Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples’ spiritual and cultural connection to country and

acknowledge their continued care of the lands and waterways over generations, while celebrating the continuation of a living culture that
has a unique role in this region.

I would like to pay my respects to Elders past, present and emerging, for they hold the memories, traditions, culture and hopes of all 
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples across the nation, and hope they will walk with us on our journey.



Victorian Curriculum 

Civics and Citizenship Strands 

Laws and 
Citizens

Citizenship, 
Diversity and 

Identity

Government 
and 

Democracy

Elements common to all 

strands:

• Contemporary events and 
issues 

• Democratic principles and 

values 

• Inquiry skills

• How citizens participate



The Victorian Curriculum Civics and 

Citizenship 

Civic Knowledge  
and concepts 

Contemporary 
Issues 

Civic 
participation and 

engagement



Why is engaging with contemporary issues 

central and foundational to the civics and 

citizenship education?



The Victorian Curriculum 
“…investigating contemporary issues and 

events students learn to value their belonging 

in a diverse and dynamic society, develop 

points of view and positively contribute locally, 

nationally, regionally and globally. ”

“…means of inking what students may know 

from the media to the theory about democratic 

political and legal institutions and values” 



“They are also asked to consider options and arguments in 

relation to issues of community concern and develop action 

plans to address these. The nature of active citizenship will 

differ between schools.”



Civics and Citizenship is a 

contemporary  study!



Teacher Activity 

• Think of as many 

contemporary issues over 

the last 12 months 

• Identify in the curriculum 

where you could teach 

this issues within a the 

curriculum strands and 

content descriptions. 

Government and 
Democracy

Laws and 
Citizens

Citizenship, 
Diversity 

and Identity



Contemporary Issues 

• School community

• Neighbourhood

• Local Council 

• State

• National 

• Regional/Global



Approaches to Contemporary issues

Contemporary 
issue 

Achiev ement 
Standard

C&C Strands 

Teaching and 
Learning 
Program

Student 
Voice/Agency

Student 
Action



Why is it challenging to teaching 

contemporary issues in civics and 

citizenship education? 



Diverse perspectives/ points of 

views 

Progressive
Conservative



Contemporary 
issue 

Civics and Citizenship

Critical and 
Creative Capability

Ethical Capability 

And

Or



Contemporary Issues and Active 

Citizenship Class

Year Level 

Whole 
school 
approaches 



3. Developing a Unit of 

Learning



Thinking about the Curriculum

Ground View

Content Descriptions 

10 ft. 

Strands

100 ft. view
Achievement Standards

1000 ft. view
Learning in Civics and Citizenship

10,000 ft. view
C&C Rationale and Aims



Curriculum Continuum 

Progression along the continuum of learning  

Progression of knowledge, Concepts and Skills 

Level 3 and 4 
Achievement 

Standard 

Level 5 and 6 
Achievement 

Standard 

Level 7 and 8 
Achievement 

Standard 



Planning 
using 

evidence

Design 
and 

develop

Teach 
and 

assess

Reflect 
and 

refine

Learning area planning

More information is available from the Curriculum Planning Resource

http://curriculumplanning.vcaa.vic.edu.au/by-unit-lessons


Do I teach the strands 

separately or together? 



Developing Assessment 
Tasks

Achievement 
Standard 

Levels 3 and 4

Learning Area 
Strands 
content

Achievement 
Standard 

Levels 5 and 6



Delivering F−10 Civics and Citizenship

• What does student learning look like?

• What does student progress look like?

• How do you plan for student progression? 

‒ explain how decisions can be made democratically and the role of 

local government. (Levels 3 and 4)



Developing Assessment Tasks
A.S 

Levels

3-4

By the end of Levels 3-4

Explain how decisions can be made democratically and the role of 

local government.

C.D Government and Democracy Strand

• Identify features of government and law and describe key democratic 

values (VCCCG001)

• Identify how and why decisions are made democratically in communities 

(VCCCG002)

• Explain the roles of local government and some familiar services 

provided at the local level (VCCCG003)

What is the destination?

How do you get there? 



Delivering F−10 Civics and Citizenship

Levels 3-4

• explain how decisions 
can be made 
democratically and the 
role of local 
government

Levels 7-8

• identify the values that 
underpin Australia’s 
democracy and explain 
the importance of the 
electoral process.

• describe the purpose of 
key institutions and 
levels of government in 
Australia’s democracy.

Levels 7-8

• explain features of 
Australia’s system of 
government, and the 
purpose of the 
Constitution in 
Australia’s 
representative 
democracy. 

• analyse features of 
Australian democracy, 
and explain features 
that enable active 
participation.

Government and Democracy





Useful resources 

• ABC Education Civics and Citizenship

• Australian Electoral Commission

• Australian Federal Parliament

• Australian Human Rights Commission

• Asian Education Foundation

• Civics and Citizenship Education

• Fuse, Victorian Department of Education and Training

• High Court of Australia

• Museum of Australian Democracy

https://education.abc.net.au/home#!/resources/-/civics%20and%20citizenship/F-1-2-3-4-5-6-10-9-8-7
https://education.aec.gov.au/
http://www.aph.gov.au/
https://www.humanrights.gov.au/education/teachers
http://www.asiaeducation.edu.au/curriculum/civics-and-citizenship/resources
https://www.civicsandcitizenship.edu.au/cce/
https://fuse.education.vic.gov.au/
https://www.hcourt.gov.au/education/student-resources/resources-for-primary-secondary-and-tertiary-students
https://www.moadoph.gov.au/learning/


Useful Resources 
• Parliament of Victoria

• The Parliamentary Education Office (PEO)

• Subscribe to Museums Victoria MV Teachers 

network

• Scootle

• Victorian Electoral Commission

• Victorian Law Foundation

• Victorian Parliament

• Law Foundation of Victoria

https://www.parliament.vic.gov.au/education/learning-a-teaching-resources/primary-and-secondary
https://peo.gov.au/
https://museumsvictoria.com.au/learning/mv-teachers-network/
https://www.scootle.edu.au/ec/p/home
https://www.vec.vic.gov.au/SchoolsAndCommunity/
https://victorialawfoundation.org.au/for-teachers/legal-studies-resources/


Contact

Gerry Martin | Curriculum 

Manager, History and Civics

T (03) 9032 1694

M 04 2803 9083

E Gerard.Martin@education.vic.gov.au

mailto:Gerard.Martin@education.vic.gov.au

