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Acknowledgment of Country

I would like to acknowledge the traditional custodians of the many lands across Victoria on which each of you are living, learning and
working from today.
For myself and those of us in the Melbourne metropolitan area, we acknowledge the traditional custodians of the Kulin Nations.

When acknowledging country, we recognise Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples’ spiritual and cultural connection to country and
acknowledge their continued care of the lands and waterways over generations, while celebrating the continuation of a living culture that

has a unique role in this region.

I would like to pay my respects to Elders past, present and emerging, for they hold the memories, traditions, culture and hopes of all
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples across the nation, and hope they will walk with us on our journey.
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Victorian Curriculum
Civics and Citizenship Strands

Elements commonto all

strands: Govg:]ndment Laws and
« Contemporary events and Democracy Citizens
issues
« Democratic principles and
values =
* Inquiry skills Citizenship,
. _ Diversity and
« How citizens participate Identity
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The Victorian Curriculum Civics and
Citizenship

Civic Knowledge

and concepts

Civic
participation and
engagement

Contemporary
Issues
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Why Is engaging with contemporary issues
central and foundational to the civics and
citizenship education?
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The Victorian Curriculum

“...Investigating contemporary issues and
events students learn to value their belonging
In a diverse and dynamic society, develop
points of view and positively contribute locally,
nationally, regionally and globally. ”

“...means of inking what students may know
from the media to the theory about democratic
political and legal institutions and values”
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“They are also asked to consider options and arguments in
relation to issues of community concern and develop action
plans to address these. The nature of active citizenship will
differ between schools.”
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Civics and Citizenship Is a
contemporary study!




Teacher Activity

 Think of as many Citzenship
contemporary issues over and Identity

the last 12 months
 Identify in the curriculum LS and

where you could teach

this issues within a the Goyermment and

curriculum strands and

content descriptions.
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Contemporary Issues

« School community
* Neighbourhood

* Local Council
e State
* National
* Regional/Global
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Approaches to Contemporary Issues

Achievement
Standard

Student

Action C&C Strands

Contemporary
issue

Teaching and
Learning
Program

Student
Voice/Agency
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Why is it challenging to teaching
contemporary issues Iin civics and
citizenship education?
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Diverse perspectives/ points of
VIEWS

-

Conservative

Progressive




Civics and Citizenship
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And O

Critical and

STTE'S () contemporary 00000

Or

Ethical C?Bability O
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Contemporary Issues and Active

’

Citizenship

Class

Year Level

Whole
school
approaches



3. Developing a Unit of
Learning



Thinking about the Curriculum
C&C Rationale and Aims
5 |

Learningin Civics and Citizenship

Achievement Standards

=)
Content Descriptions

4
100 ft. view
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“N# Victorian Curriculum

Curriculum Continuum

Civics and Citizenship: Level 3 — Level 10

Levels 3 and 4 Levels 5 and 6 Levels 7 and § Levels 9and 10
Government and Damocracy
Identéy festures of govemment and law and descrive key dsmocrsic Discuss the values, principles and insi in Austrslis's | Describe the key Discuss the role of poliical paries and indepandent representsives in
vahies demoorab foms of government and explam how this system i Conséiubon, irciuding the mmmmmmmm Ausirai's system of govemment, mcluing e formbon o governments,
influenced by the Westmirsier system. e Houses of Pariament, and the division o1 powers s shaped and

developes

Identéy haw and why dcisions are mage democrsscaly in communities

Descrive the roles and of the fhres levels

inchating shared rofes and resporsibiies within Ausirais's federal
system

mmmmwn mmmdm
assusatin, Zsemby, eison:

Explain fhe valves and key fasiures of Austrlis's system of govemmant
szt e Ass

Explain the roles of ocal gowsmment and some famiar senvices provided
at e Iccal level

Idenfy and discuss the key festures of the Austraian

s democracy, inchading

Explain in Austrsia's
use of the sleciorsl system, corésct with their slscied represenistves, use
of Inkby groups, interes groups and direct acion

region
‘Analyse how cifizans’ poiiical choioes are sheped, incluing e infusnce
o the masia

fhrough the e of law, presumption of innocence,

==, nclading n relsicn o Aoazeal and Tomes

0.3 fair trial and right 1o legal represntaion

Stroi Istander peopies

Distinguish befween rules and laws and discuss why rules and lsns are
impartant

Explain how and why laves are endorced and describs the roles ard
m key pessonnelin law enforoement, ard in the legal

Compare how laws are made in Austais, inclaing through parisments
(statuton ] and coart (comman iaw), snd axpisin SFerent types o

Dascrice the key festures of Austraiis's count syssem, imchuding
juradictions 3nd how courts 3pply and interpest e 3w, resche Sispuiss
and make bow Brough Judgments, nd descrbe the ol o he High Cout
i inisrpeeting She Consttaton

Discuss e key penciples of Australis's jusice system, inclusing squaly

Gitizanship, and Ksnity
Investigate why and how peopie participatz within communities and deny who can be an Ausiralian oizen and describe the Aghts, Mustralia s a d  malf-eih sociely sues relafing o Ausiralion
cutirsl and social grougs and shared valuss of Ausiraiian cifzenship and expiors democracy s Gl comctons, inchuin ey spacts of b
ways cilizens can participata in socisty
Desarbe the reigious and ] which they points of view on 3 contsmparery s relaling o Hentfy how values can promatz cohesion wilhin Ausialian somely, ways of sustaring
and cthers inthe community may beorg demosrany ans SHzsnshin incluging the valuss of frsedom, respect inclusion, ity resporsibiily, | cohesive socisty
compassion, equality and a Tair oo’
Invesiigate how peopie with shared belis and valuss work ogs Explan °F i jous ared Discutss how ard why groups, inchuding religious groups, parcpate in
achieve their goais and plan for ackon calural iderdiy, and how ths expression can influerce fer perspions | cvic e

of others and others’ percepion of fem

Examine the concept of global Gizrship

Examine how rafional identiy can shape a sense of belonging and

inchudi . T

pecples’ perspectives

Examine e influence of 3 range of media, ncluding sosal mesia, in
shaping diversity and how idess sboat
y b influznzed by giobsl svents

By the 2nd of Level 4, students explaim how decisions can be made
demooratically and the role of local govemment. They recagnise the.
importance of rules and disfinguich between ndes ard laws. They
dezcribe how pecple pariciats in their commuenity 35 acsve ciszens and
factars that shaps 2 persor's identty and sense of belonging.

Sy the snd of Lave! §, students dariy he values thst undsrpn

By the end of Level 8, Students explain fsstres of Ausirsis's system of

E
Austraian citzen and how pecple can paricipate as giobal ciizars. They
issues and use evidence 1o su int of vi

about civics ard ciizenchip issues. They idently possitle soions 1o an

mmmmwunmmﬁm Stufents dentfy

Sy the 2nd of Level 110, Studznts svalhuste fastures of Ausaia's poiical
systom, and i peogle’s cleciordl

features

2nd anslyse Austrais's global riss and

resporsiiises. Thay analyss the mis of e High Cowt 3nd axpisin bom
Ausiralis's internafiorsi legal obligations wisenos w and goversment

mmmmwmmmmm

mmmummmnﬁmamd

about nasonl idersity in

peope’s serse ofbengng Thqmuzysmmmmn

m:mummmmmmm

Progression along the continuum of learning

Level 5and 6
Achievement

Level 3and 4
Achievement
Standard

Standard

Level 7and 8
Achievement
Standard
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Learning area planning

Reflect C;ﬁ Planning

and using
refine evidence
Teach Design
and and
assess develop

More information is available from the Curriculum Planning Resource
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http://curriculumplanning.vcaa.vic.edu.au/by-unit-lessons

Do | teach the strands
separately or together?

Levels 3 and 4 Content Descriptions

Government and Democracy Laws and Citizens Citizenship, Diversity and ldentity

Identify features of government and law and describe Explain how and why people make rules (VCCCLO04) Investigate why and how people participate within

key democratic values (VCCCGO0T) communities and cultural and social groups
Distinguish between rules and laws and discuss why (VCCCC008)

Identify how and why decisions are made rules and laws are important (VCCCLOO05)

demaocratically in communities (VCCCGO02) Describe the different cultural, religious and/or social

groups to which they and others in the community may
Explain the roles of local government and some belong (VCCCCO07)

familiar services provided at the local level

(VCCCGO003)

Levels 3 and 4 Achievement Standard

By the end of Level 4, students explain how decisions can be made democratically and the role of local government. They recognise the importance of rules and distinguish
between rules and laws. They describe how people participate in their community as active citizens and factors that shape a person's identity and sense of belonging.
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Developing Assessment

Tasks
4 N/ N/ )
Achievement Learning Area Achievement
Standard Strands Standard
Levels 3 and 4 content Levels 5 and 6
g J\_ L J
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Delivering F=10 Civics and Citizenship

 What does student learning look like?
 What does student progress look like?
« How do you plan for student progression?

— explain how decisions can be made democratically and the role of
local government. (Levels 3 and 4)
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Developing Assessment Tasks

A.S By the end of Levels 3-4
Levels | Explain how decisions can be made democratically and the role of

3-4
local government.
What is the destination?
C.D Government and Democracy Strand

* |dentify features of government and law and describe key democratic
values (VCCCGO001)

* |dentify how and why decisions are made democratically in communities
(VCCCGO002)

» Explain the roles of local government and some familiar services
provided at the local level (VCCCGO003)

How do you get there?
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Delivering F-10 Civics and Citizenship
Government and Democrac

Levels 3-4 Levels 7-8 Levels 7-8

» explain features of

« explain how decisions * identify the values that Australia’s system of
can be made underpin Australia’s government, and the
democratically and the > democracy and explain purpose of the
role of local the importance of the ] Constitution in
government electoral process. Australia’s

« describe the purpose of representative
key institutions and democracy.
levels of government in - analyse features of
Australia’s democracy. Australian democracy,

and explain features
that enable active
participation.
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CURRICULUM AREA: The Humanities / Civics and Citizenship sequence toward Level & achievement standard

Context: Students develop their awareness and understanding of the key features and processes of Australia's system of government, particularly in.
regards to law making. They use online media displays provided by the teacher to identify and understand the stages of the federal [aw making
process in Australia, taking notes as this occurs to add to their learning folio. A contemporary law is used as example for students to discuss their 2

understanding of this law making process in small groups before creating visual representations of the knowledge they have acquired — this includes
the passage of the bill through Parliament and the relevant actors (electorate, government, opposition, minor parties and independents, lobbyists and
interest groups, opinion polls, international influences and the media) at each stage of the process in flow chart format.

Following this, students consider the dynamic between understanding the Jaw making process in Ausiralia and being an active citizen. They examine, as a class, the
importance of civic duty and responsibility in citizenship. They then review government sources provided by the teacher to understand the stages and values associated
with Australian citizenship and create another flow chart which outlines the process of becoming a citizen. At the conclusion of this activity students respond to the
discussion questions "Why is citizenship important?, “What does active citizenship ook like? and *How do you become an Australian citizen?'

Content descriptions: 3
Explain how statefterritory and federal laws are initiated and passed through Parliament (VCCCL012) -(——
» |dentify who can be an Australian cifizen and describe the rights, responsibilities and shared values of Australian citizenship and explore ways citizens can participate
in society (WCCCC014)
Civics and Citizenship Level 4 Achievement Example of Indicative Progress toward Level 6 Civics and Citizenship Level 6 Achievement
Standard Achievement Standard Standard
By the end of Level 4: In Civics and Citizenship, indicative progression towards By the end of Level §; 5
the Level 6 achievement standard may be when students;
=  Students explain how decisions can be made =  They explain the role of different people in
demaocratically and the role of local +  |dentified where ideas for new laws originate from. Australia’s legal system and the role of
government. =+  |dentified and described the people who propose, ; parliaments in creating law.
* They mthe importance of rules and-@ maﬁ and enforce IM' «  They identify various ways people can
distinguish between rules and laws. = |dentified and described the stages of passage of a . . N .
= They describe how people participate in their bill through parliament participate effectively in groups to achieve
community as active citizens and factors that = Identified the rights and responsibiliies associated shared goals.
shape a person's identity and sense of with being an Australian citizen. =  Students explain what it means to be an
belonging. *  Explained how individuals become Australian Australian citizen and how people can
citizens by preparing a flowchart which outlines the participate as global citizens.
stages of gaining cifizenzhip.
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Useful resources

 ABC Education Civics and Citizenship

« Australian Electoral Commission

« Australian Federal Parliament

« Australian Human Rights Commission

 Asian Education Foundation

« Civics and Citizenship Education

* Fuse, Victorian Department of Education and Training
« High Court of Australia

« Museum of Australian Democracy
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https://education.abc.net.au/home#!/resources/-/civics%20and%20citizenship/F-1-2-3-4-5-6-10-9-8-7
https://education.aec.gov.au/
http://www.aph.gov.au/
https://www.humanrights.gov.au/education/teachers
http://www.asiaeducation.edu.au/curriculum/civics-and-citizenship/resources
https://www.civicsandcitizenship.edu.au/cce/
https://fuse.education.vic.gov.au/
https://www.hcourt.gov.au/education/student-resources/resources-for-primary-secondary-and-tertiary-students
https://www.moadoph.gov.au/learning/

Useful Resources

 Parliament of Victoria
« The Parliamentary Education Office (PEQ)

« Subscribe to Museums Victoria MV Teachers
network

e Scootle
 Victorian Electoral Commission
 Victorian Law Foundation

« Victorian Parliament
« Law Foundation of Victoria
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https://www.parliament.vic.gov.au/education/learning-a-teaching-resources/primary-and-secondary
https://peo.gov.au/
https://museumsvictoria.com.au/learning/mv-teachers-network/
https://www.scootle.edu.au/ec/p/home
https://www.vec.vic.gov.au/SchoolsAndCommunity/
https://victorialawfoundation.org.au/for-teachers/legal-studies-resources/

Contact

Gerry Martin | Curriculum
Manager, History and Civics

T (03) 9032 1694

M 04 2803 9083
E Gerard.Martin@education.vic.gov.au
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